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During the prepserétion of this monograph fae

wrber pae-Tead nény accounte perteining to-the
~"¥iege™ of the so-called #Lost Bettalion™ and-findg,
that..nearly -8id-0f the -historiens differ ss to the
composition, personnell and strength of the command;
The circumstences surrounding the sdvsnce of the -

command to the designated position and objective, to

N o
(%4 History which it advanced E;y/under orders. ” It/s subsequent
& ¢ .

the 77th
Divisiony defense of the position, which it successfully
P. 162, Par.
43, reached, occupied, &nd orgqnized. The inclusive
dates it was besieged; itls gains end losses.
{8) History 2% The qggoogﬁgn/“ﬁostuButtalfon”/;s composed
of the 77th U
Division; of elements of the 77th Division, A.L.F., and was -
Page-T37 i _ .
.,/fl;J,\, 43 under the command of lMsjor (lster Lieut. Col.)

Charlgs W. Wwhittlesey, of the 308th Infantry.  IThe"
' »eommgga consisted of Battalion Heasdquarters' Lunners
ffg;;:gﬁéf*“‘ i+ 8 TN, OF, tnﬁmﬁirst ang Second Battalions, éOGth.
‘ g Infégiry; aOmpanmes ‘A" "B" A"C" -"E" V"GP and "H";"v
of the 308th Infantry; two platoons of Companies "C"
ana "pv. of the 306th Mschine Gun Battalion, and

«@é? Personsl Company "K", of the 307th Infantry. C3F The strength //

Knowledge. " 0N\
of the combined force, when it tgiiﬁéieazit’s advance
on October 2, 1918, wes approximately seven hundred
officers and men.

‘(§¥<E;pm Up~ <% Just before the Battle of the Meuse-Argonne

ton to the

Meuse with East met West, @8 the 40th Division, from the western e

the 307thy

0 i part of the United Stetes, and composed of troops

Hont : '

it i th
e i < from Qalifornia, Arizona, Utah, and Colorado, had
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sent forward 1t‘a replacementa to. the 77tk Division. -

g
et N

The 40th Division had, upun 1t‘s arrival in Fraancse..m.,..,,. .~

; ‘-.\ v
0 v T Sy v B

_been converted into a Dapot Division for the purpose

of furnishing replacements to the combat divisions
at the front. These were splendid, well-trained
troope, and such men,combined with the seasoned vet-
erans of the 77th Division, from New York City, who
had slready psssed through three majo; operations,
rendered the Division equal to most any task, and
the task aasignod it was a most difficult one; that
of clearing the Forest ’;fArgonne. The so=celled

o Lost Battalion™ was a cosmopolitan command, composed

(6) History .
of the 77th
Divisiony”

. ety
P :?u;w Vo

&) History
f the 77¢th
1v., P

64. nclﬁ
&/'Qur Great-
clt Battlc,

¢!y 54(& 55.

of men from all parts of New York City, end from
cities, ranches, cattle ranches and mining camps of
the \%Qt and (‘ﬂ‘og_?tpweat.

Bl mhawigﬁgammwns in commend of Company "K",
307th Infantry‘%hich oofipgiy held and defended the

right flank of the position oocupied by the %rrounaea

toroe" and w@;r endeavor to give a true and corroct

g m\m«wﬁ 3 Avamve- Sy WWM -detense

of tho position, To that phaaealall a greator part
of h}l efforts hﬁ%@?ﬂ!&qﬂg,m»iNche oombincd circum-
stences leading up to and including tha advence of

the force, ordegp issued, and reaaone/lnvolvod some
:;libhzzim;ir Juut;.ﬁiﬁgivon, in order to impress up-
on the reader +6) something of the difficulties and

. obsteacles which the 77th Division was obligod to

L

surmount during the clesring of /!ﬁo roroet d; Argonno* //

of the almost lnporﬁhumnn efforte it w-e obliged fo
exert in order to eceomplish 1tll mission, ﬁ all

Yu
- -t'o...
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""°f ?hm 10tdl 'ﬁp 40 and ingludes the gxram;tamgﬂ iy W
- surrounpding ¥he sdvence nnd.ﬂﬂ&ogn* of tho do‘ﬁﬁziqgww
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-the 77th
S— 'vi'aidh-‘.‘“'*» -
P. 162, Par.
43,

A

1
~{8) Histoxry
of -the 77th
Bivision;
Iag‘ 63,

J(9) From Up-~
ton to the
Meuse, 307th
Infantryr”
Png 168.
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ﬁiost Battalionjffhidkufﬁra$~wﬁw at“na~tim&w}@3tr-bnt;w:;h

¥ qﬁvaggad under cemgatent warranted’hna poéitive

AV, 48 ety -

‘orders. /It occupied the position deaigneted for 1t

eand defended that position for five days and five
nights, completely surrounded by the enemy, many times
out¢numbered, wholly without food, &nd neerly & mile
ahead of the Americen and French front line. It ac-
complished itls mission snd avoided capture by the
enemy.

~t8)- During the Meuse-Argonne Offensive the 77th
Division was the left division of the First American
Army from Septembsr 26th to October 16, 1918.) It/e
zone of action included nearly all of the Argonne
Forest, and the asseult, 8s directed by Field Order
No. 43, wae to be delivered on & seven-and-one-half.
kilometer front.

9} A word of explanation here may be appropriate
and pointing to the mesnings of the designations
"Argonne" and(ﬂroreat of Argonne“.ﬁfTho former refers
to the entire region between the Aisne and the Mauso

e AR, L ACEBARE W b4 Yl MW S e
Rivers, end 18 largely open COUNGYY, dotted‘ﬁfﬁn
small patches of woods, while the latter rerers to
a very dense and continuous woodland about twelve
kilometers in width, from eset to west, and thirty
kilometers in length, from north to south. The ad-
vance of the 77th Division lay squarely along the
ma jor exis of the "rorest/y# Argonne "y from La
Harezee to Gransﬁro. It occupied a seven-kilometer
front and tﬁood the heart of the largest expanse of
woodlend from the undiflrraneln to the Rhine, and

fought oontinnouely and comyioteiy for oighteon daya

'jthin 1{!5 ’h.do'.. wfj:?ffmw R AR Ol ”mwl“w, et

'---throe--?
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,“Jrﬂ:f*““t'ﬁjf":zfﬁf””'*‘"ﬁuring “the first«ph&aaaugiﬁgpe wo ld war tha Q‘“
" French had mede an ettempt to claar the "Fa;egt o
Arggnyﬂ' of the enemy, and had lost many men in the

endeavor. Thereafter mo further attempt was made

P
until the Allied Offensive, which was lsunched Sep-

-
o S

\*§9)h 1;;:§y tember 26, 1918. 430} It had remained unmolested
e
Divisiony for nearly four years in the hands of the enamy, who

Page 60.
had early in the war occupied it, and had skillfully
developed it's netural features into one vast im-
pregnable fortrass.»‘

The :?orest of Argonne" was an area of densely
wooded hills and slopes with meny ravines, gullies
and swampa, all of which were covered with tangled
under)bruah consequently the Germans were able to
place their machine guns to command ell roads and
pathe traversing it, and had located them in posi-
tions which enabled the gunners to plece & series
of interlocking bands of fire between trees and along [N

. _pystems of barbed wire that the& had cleverly con-

gtructed end uuﬂuoa&ed. -dursng ‘THeir. unﬁﬁioa jed 0g= T

e

cupation. All of this, combined with Lt& cleverly
concealed artillery poseitions, %&e hidden observation
posts, and infantry with supporting wespons, rendered
the “?orest ”'Argf:qng‘f’moat insccessible to direct
atteck and hostile penetrstion.

~11 ’?1n01 Re- T Tho”%ost impossible tesk of clearing the

_port of Gener- e G
: Il Pershing?” Joroat g; Argonqqg by direct attack was recognized

46, par 3b. "V i
by the Allied Command, end during the discussion of
the Meuse-Argonne Otfensivo, plans were discussed
a8 to how it could be taken without a heavy attack
"mﬁffffffiﬁfff'fﬁl_xn.thgz,ajxtignlt,rqgiqn,””lj Wee decided that the - =T
T1ght of The Fourth FFeHcH THIY; WATON Wag Twe-38% " -

--nfonr—--
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W3) History
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and the amerigan.Dlv,sxene-*cpursttﬁg“vﬁ“tﬁ§“anet

launching a scslloping movement on the east and west
outskirts of the Fbrast, thus creating and develop=-
ing 8 pocket from which the enemy would bq obliged
to withdraw in order to avoid capture;lfg; a result
of this plan a speedy withdrawal of the enemy from
their Forest stronghold was anticipated, and very
little resistance was expected. For the above reas-
ons was the 77th Division assigned such & wide zone
of action, with the mission of mopping-up &8s the
enemy withdrew. Informetion had also been obtained
that the enemy troops occupying the "Forest of
Argonne" were organizations of the "Landwehr Re=-
serves" - "old fellows"y thegcalled them, and it

was thought that they had 1ived lives of ease and
comfort for nearly four years, while unmolested and
secure in their Fﬁreetﬁtéstneaa, consequently would
not offer a gre;t deal of resistance. Contrary to
suppusition, thage trocpe -were -dstermined and eiﬁﬁi
born in the conduct of their defense and resistance,
and proved to be among Germany's best troops.

It ie very true that they hed remained in the
Forest for a long period, but they hed not remeined
idle, nor were they 8o elderly, for they hesd per=-
fected and developed a syetem of defense th‘ﬁ wes
most difficult to overcomes The "Landwehr"
Divisions were reinforoed by the 76th German Reserve
Division, which greatly strengthemed the enemy posi=
tion.. Both the "Landwehr" snd the 76th Reserves

ware AL frech-txoope wmorn by Long WeTVEGs 8§

SO 3 70 M 8 0T
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(15) History
of the 77th

Divisions P,
7%f&“149.

The 923d
Confi=-

It NO.
, par 30

: fi#%!howoend
S -Dive-LConfi-
~dential Re~

port. Nos 17,

P.26, par 1.

v)/__l_f_he 924

Confi-
dentill Re~
port No, 17,

. 26, par. 4-
/o 3.'plr- 34:(

1181y,
History of the
World Wery—
‘Page 361.

19/ History
T ;ﬁiagSn,zaght_

B T80

Divieiony)
a1,
par. 39, and

copposed of American colored troo
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main line of resistence. From the morning of Septem-
ber 27th, their resistence enﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁéa in esrnest, and
from then on, (}6) new enemy divisions appeared on
the front.y;

Returning to the plan of attack,.;ie American
Divisions operating on the east of the 'Fores{F;}ad-

vanced rapidly se planned, (16) but the right of the

. Fourth French Army, operating on the west of the

(2
¥Porest™, ‘was unable to advance, (7). owing to the
orgenizetion and defense of the ememy territory to

k.ﬁ.\. L Lavelud
coﬁsis$;dwef well-constructed

it{s front, which-
trench systeme organized in depth, surrounded by
solid messes of barbed wire and covered with second —
growth bruah.j¢

t38) The liaison mission between the right of

the Fourth French Army and the left of the 77th Di-

.vision, cherged to a Franco-American liaison groupys

| of Amer ops énd & like numb-
er of French trovps, end operating under the 38th
French Corps, was not accomplished, owing to the
unforeseen and determined opposition by the enemy
on the left of the Foreet, and at all times during
the operation the right of the Fourth French Army
reméined to the left rear of the left of the
American linobcgéonacquontly. the contemplated
fooket wae not formed and the enemy did not with-
draw. Thus we find that the 77th Division faced
the ngreat of Argonno" end 1’7ﬂ~ocoupiod defenses
with 9 ifil left flank expoeed to the enemy

torritory to the left end left front, end holdins

L S

cemgixew-
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binetion of circumstances, as stated above, the 77th
]
Division beceme much fnvolved in the Forest, &nd
meny times during those memorsble days, regiments,
battalions, end even companies were obliged to set-
tle their own disputes with the enemy. Is it s0
astonishing, then,that the orgenizations of the 77th -
should have found themselves engaged on verious oce
casions with both flanks open? It was the indomit-
able courage, optimism and determinstion of the
personnel of the Division, from it's Commander, whose
efficient 1eaderfship and will cerried the Diviseion
forward, to itla lest Private, which enabled it to
roaiizo~upﬂn-emergfhg from the Forest before Gran@l
i w “‘|JL »jl‘\)d“ 10
‘fap)fﬂiatory pra t@g)/eighteen days after it entered, that suc-
of the 77th
Divisiony cess had crowned 1t}e efforta.
;Pegoe 60561,
2T Major Whittlesey could not have gotf#hn
“t21) History ‘
cf the 77th his command lost, &8 would it/e neme imply, for his
_Division¥
s 1997 designated line of edvance led one flank of his

50 o 38,
PR 1 Rvﬁg;;ﬂvgg”‘“1aruu-uzuug"a-au“‘dacfinu&-:'vtﬂv*“éﬂhrs~rawiau-:un=~»~a

i w—-al Kﬁov" Cr LT Y.

" they stood with him to the last. 3

of the Ravinejlh Charlevaux, neer which location is
the Cherleveux Mill. It runs south past the Min.
de 1'Homme Mort, amd on past tho\Dép@t de: Machines.
This ravine &leo divided the regimental sub-sector
of the 308th Infentry, end it wa® only necessary
for Major Whittlesey to conduct his command north
along 1tfe slopes, in order to reach his positionm,
He could reed s map like a book, was intelligent,

brave snd exceptionally cool under fire. He bore

8bs same havdehips es did his officers and men, end ~ —

A} He conducted -

n-.'.v.nl---
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of tha 77th
Divisiony"
P, 162, par.

43, (See Oper-

ations Msp.)

(28) The U, 8.
in ‘the World
Wars P, 132;

& His tory of
the 77th Div.,
frsge 101,

(29) History
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Division?

Feoge 199, 7
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(26) History
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KP. 160, E 63 .
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the Division Commander; ocoupied the pesition as-

signed him, orgenized and held that position until .
the remainder of the Division on the right, and the
French on the left, were able te move up on his
flanks t23) five days later. L:}f"

GLNhhAL bITUaTION/

'ﬁf&{"mhe 77th Division, after seven days of
continuous fighting, found i&LB advance, on October

L1he, 1918, checked end at a standstill before strongly

e

wired and entrenched enemy poeitione. Hie positions

extended along the ridge of the Bois de la Neza, —
(which\poeitione w$¥; very strongly defended) thence
westerly ecross the Ravine de Charlevaux, snd on

along the ridge, crossing the ravine, along which
the Ad-ceilad ¥Lost Battalion” advanced, where they
connected up with the enemy trenches extending south

from La Palette Pevill#on. This system of defense,

~and the entire region~in.which they were located,

WEEONaRL Lmb e, LARGLE.OF L9 as.., Xings and under-

. brush, "In spite 0. the~detyrmined aittecke-mede by
3 W
the}Division)the line could not advance. The Amer-

ican Divisions on the right of the Forest were

meking good progress., -t26) The French to the left, RS

in spite of their determined efforts, still remained
to the left rear of the left flenk of the 77th Di-
vieionﬁé‘mhe situation was criticel, and the Divis-
jon Commander coneidered 1t necesssry to launch an

Qutrw o o ,«f ¥

attack along the entire #Divisional rroni“ making

the main effort on the left, and y{\:it‘;:c;k W
simnlteneouulxwwith the rrenoh‘vifich 1f suooessful.
would cover hie 1ert"x;enk and oauee the enemy %0 .

e ighte-
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the 77th Dive™
P, 143 & 73,

& P. 149, par,
36.

\$2QY History of
the 77th Div.}”

P, 73, & P,
160, par. 37,
!& P. 161 also

P. 162, par. 43.

-’Personally read

~29

D vision"
;F%ga 150.

the orders for
his &sdvance;
personally
read his ord-
ars,

"Personal
versation
with Ma jor
whittlesey;

ead orders
personally.

(80) History.
of the 77th

N O TRV S DY

o e R@RARY..0xpected morel rather then meterial result, ...

-aFSELIeny WarIeRy, ek Crow whlopTERe IAVieion GeweT L
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ithanmhﬁiom&.zhe»stzongvpos&t&ens dr-the- ﬁmis‘”‘ S

@

B

R 1 sts/ (and positions extending west across

the Revine de LharlevauxL which positions were in
front of the right elements of the Division. \(E;}f“ﬁ
Ma jor Whittlesey's command, a part of the 308th
Infantry, which regiment occupied the extreme left
of the American line, amd on which flank the main
effortiggs to be mede, (RE) had received special
ordorsK{See Appendix llo. 3) to push forward to

the vicinity of the Cherleveux Mill and to hold
that position &t a1l costs, until the other elements
of the Division could come up on the new 1ino.'€ggf
Two other companies of the‘SOBth Infantry were to
remain on the weso of the ravine jreferred o§>as.a
retaining force }éee Appendix No.ws). Owing to the
density of the ﬁorsst and the extremely wide zone
of action assigned and held by the Division, all
elements were ordered to advanoe regardless of
flanks, liaison boing impossible t0- ma;n&ain,undsr
such’oiﬁoumst!ﬂUG!"‘?@“'!B thought  that the enemy
line could bg.;;netrated at that point, in spite of
the extremely difficult character of the terrsin,
and that the French would advance simultaneously on
the left, their objective being the same &s that
(29) Ma jor

Wwhittlesey was also under orders to establish lis-

designated for the 77th Division.

ison with the French upon reaohing the objective
end organizing his position} (ﬁ;e Appendix No. g)/i)
<430 The attack wae launched at 12330 Beme,

3£

October 2, 1916, as pllnnod}”lt wee preceded by an

F0 I oy P

~==ning ==~
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Division; t0 the rlght of hajor ﬂnlttlesey 8 Commend were held,
~..J@€ﬁwlﬁﬂl'*m* T e

up before the strong defenses of the Bois de la Naza. .

«32) From Up~ '82). The French, to the left, sdvenced but were re-

ton to the

‘Meuse, 307th pulsed at La Pslette Pavil%’on, and fell back before
Infantry"‘ =

Pege 211, Binsrville. 7lia jor whittlesey's Commend resched the poti
History of

the 77th designated objective, and upon endesvoring to effect
Divisgion.

lisison with the IFrench, to the left (536 nppendix

g;.,

No. 3), end Americans to the right, found thsat they

: |
§l History hed not advanced. “fﬁéd In the meanmime the enemy hed
of‘th& 77th
Division, linked up his trench system leading south from La

P‘” 1610 "
Paslette Pavil%}on oa~and extending along the ridge

rrﬂt

which leasds to the Bois de la Naza, and whieh posi=-

tions were now between lLiajor whittle$$y 8 Command and
Pt‘l A B

the Franco-American front line. ,Hnﬂalso posted ad-

4
2

ditionsl machinejfguns to cover the ravine, along which

NB4) New York the gqseh igdm"Lost Battelion™ had edvenced, ewd {4
Timeg Current 3

_Historys hed filtered s large force (between the French, who i
i were to the left resr of the American Force, and the

'Ehgiiégﬁﬁfzwiﬁfa“fﬁéuiihkéqguthréﬁéh“éystem'reierrs&wtgﬁ*“
&é;e Appendix ﬁ%’"???zﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁgﬁ’5%55:3?5&'up-the wire

system 811 along the front, The ZggqézaﬁﬂﬁiLost
Battalion*ﬁwas surrounded, snd the enemy gradually

drew his cordons around it.

/

'*Qg) Personal 138> The terrain over which the ¢p+¢e11Qﬂ Most
edge and

kaerience. Battalion¥. pessed during it}s advence, on October

2, 1918, was along the wooded slopes of the ravine
e {T’ V\ MMN-" i
referred 1o, andmg;adﬁng north, where(it Joiﬁps with

the head of the Ravine de Charlevaux, through which
-wmww~mwm~~mmwn.w:m.mtleme tbawghnxmnvauz.cxnakw;zUpon xaaah¢ng the SLOpae
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yarda eaet of the Mill end on a slope Juet south of

W‘* Boean ko Y S

v »w gy
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DGR

overlooklng the CharleVaﬂr”ﬁfll MBEUr-Wh&t%}QS@y

the Binarville—la Viergette LKoad, in the vicinity of the
Bois de Buirrqne. This slope is covered with thin
underbrush and young timber. It wee the only posi-

tion aveilable which would sfford proteciion against
artillery fire, as it provided a reverse slope to

the enemy, and was near the Charlevaux Mill, the
objective designated by the Livision Commander.

To the south of the position, and leeding parallel -
with it, is the head of the Ravine de Charlevaux,

and the Charlevaux Creek runs quite near the foot

of the slope which the Asf;rrounded Ebrce‘“'Occupied.

The slopes and hills to the east of the position

rose above it,II;ELwero also covered with timber

and underbrush, which afforded the enemy some pro-

tection and good observation of the surrounding ter-

ritory. The terrain offered very little protection

Al bt i et L TN D D) g /e cut L L AR DR L a2 e

to the right flank of the p+tion, from this direc-
tion. The left flenk and western portion of the

position wes somewhﬁt protected by a defilade in I
the form of a spur of the slope, which exgended —
slightly south into the head of the Ravine de Char-
leveux. From th;s point the valley widems out to

the west. The left flank of the position rested

just east of the spur referred to, and which defiled-

ed some of the enemy machine gun fire. The position
extended east along the contour of the alopf/aad.

Woooupyins a front of sbout three hundred and fifty
.yards. The northern édge of thc poaitioa'reaﬁad~WAm“ i

elong the Binarvillo-‘iergette Road and wes nenr W

gl --=gleven=---
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Personal
,Eiperienoe
a8 8 result
of conver-
sation.

(38) History
of the 77th
Divieiony”

B

Divisiony™  the Forest hed passed beyond the _right flank of the

ey ey

G e, vy v
W

| 6f‘£ié WOundéd. uompany‘"K" CB0TTR IDTEREEY: Wt s

T YORReIp.

one section of Company "D".|306th lachine Gun Bat-

“gulion, held -the-right-flenk,.. . .One compeny of the

308th Infantry, with one section of Compesny "C",
306th Mschine Gun Battalion, held the left flank.

The remeinder of the companies of the 306th Infantry
were equally disposed around the position. The ey
front of the position wes heavily held. The resr

of the position was thinly held, owing to the open
ravine to the south, which was about two hundred
yarde in width, from slope to slope, and which pro=-
vided the force a field of fire and good observation.
Groups were shifted to meet attacks as situations
arose, The enemy held the heights to the front,

the rear and the flanks. Thus did the p<Gelled
#Lost Battalion™ fight 1§ﬁé fight, apd’elone, com-
pletely surrounded by the enemy, and meny times out-
numbered.

PLANS AND ORDER§r”

Fz?ﬁwﬁauﬁma American Divig&idns on the right of

Bman e

77th Division, and were well to the right front, the
Division Commender issued orders, on the morning of
October 2, 1918, for a ggneral advance along the
entire Divisionsl Front.«/%his sdvance wag to be
made in conjunction with the French on the left.

The obJective waa to be the east and west Binarville-
La Viorgetto-Monlin de Charlevaux Road, ‘tﬁqj eand the
railroad running pnrallol to it, a8 shown on the map.
ngglfo'the Jmability of the Fremoh to overcome the

_deterniued-resiatonce. to -the. laft. of the Forest, ‘,WWW”:TT“N,

e LTt

fheir righe*!}ank~sv&&&~memezncdm$o I e

-=--thirteen~--
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(36) Personal

Knowledge.
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the crest of the slope. The slope had been cut
away somewhet in building the road, leaving & steep —
embariknient-in eome placesa, Immediately morth of
the road the slope rises abruptly to it)a crest, 8o
as to form & sort of ¥ cliff, extending for about
seventy-five yards alon%/the front from the left
flank. The remainder of’the front is gradually
rising gronnd,-gp@ from ;ﬁich direction the enemy
directed his frontsl attacks upon the position oc~-
cupied by the,/Suirounded Foroé’.} The slopes south
of the Charlevaux Creek,and faoiné the rear of the
position, rose above the occupied slope.
Q}§EOSIT10NS

(36) The position held by the %ﬁ'ﬁéﬁ’:%ost

Battalion? was established on the dbntour of the —_

71‘

glope described.-/The force being far shead of the
American front lines, and completely surrounded by
the enemy, the position was prepared for defemse in

order to meet attack from any or all directions,

m&w«w N » o
end also from artillery oficentrations. The po

tion was elliptically shaped, and extended from east

AL

to west, occupying spproximately three hundred and
fifty yerds slong the slope. The depth of the po-
sition,extending from north to south, was seventy-
five to one hundred yards. The nine machine guns

were disposed 8o that two of them covered either

flank of the position, the remaining five being i
oqually disposed, Riflemen end Cheuchet riflemen

were disposed so that an attack could be reeisted

e

from eny direction. Foxzholes were dug ell the way

_around the poeition, end excevations dug snd pre- 7

pered in the center of the ellipse for the protection

cwetiWelves--
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(39) Our Great-
est Battle;
Palmer, P. 54.

"~ .,.-—y-m'.n"nwur‘w—rvnnt""'"

of the- Tth-Division's left-fisuk, This clrcumstence

..now exposed hoth flanks of the Division. The right

flank did not concern the Division Commender a great
deal, s8 the Americen Divisions were well forwsrd on

the right, but the left flank was exposed to the

enemy. (39) The Division still occupied the broad

front originelly assigned to it, and was now in the

heart of the Forest. Due t0 this combination of
crlcﬁ'mstéﬁoea, the Division Commender directed that

the objective designsted be gained by all elements

of the Division, regardless of lossas and the exposed ...
condition of their flanks. Ae %éfbfé ﬂﬁaﬁed he

plenned to make the main effort on the left, and in
conjunction with the Fremch, who were to advance

gimul taneously with the 77th Division, assisting

the main effort and covering it"s left flank, which

was exposed to the enemy territory to the west and
northwest, If successful, this ;ﬁﬁi&”élso force the
enemy to withdreaw from his posifione in the bBois de

e R ™ Whioh positioRE faced and Opposed the Tight

elements of the Divieion), dL”the Americen Divisions

operating on the right of the Forest, being well

forward, provided protection to the right flank of el
the Division., In spite of the fact thet the American
Diviaione, Operfting on the right of the Forest, were
well forward, the enemy still stubbornly clung to

his positions in the Boie de la Naza alao) the ridge
extending west, and would continue to do so until

the French, to the west and the left of the 77th
Division, could move foruard 1n which ovont he il
would be- ohtigqﬁ to- wita&r&w to IVUt&”bGiﬁﬁ”éiugﬁf' s

in a pookot nnd auffering oaptnre or annihilation,

~«~-fourteen~-=--
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(40) Personal
Experience &
Knowledge.
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The ordsrs issued by the- Jivision Cqmmander were
positive and precise,.i%:it was obvious th&t the
various organizations could not poseiiiy covér their
wide zones of action while fighting in this dense
wall of foliage,{thereforéligt}wé;wiﬁﬁs;gff;;\that
one orgenization 65§§¥N%£§ advance of another. If
the Division halted, it found thet the enemy had
time to cut openings in the foliage to give his
machine gunse a field of fire, to string wire en-
tanglements, and in various ways strengthen his

highly organized defense where th&?"eaw fit, ag —

“situsations-arese. The 77th Division could not stop,

and it moved forward into & close wall of foliage,

combed and recombed by fire of every character, ewud

the men fired blindly into the leaves as they went.
OPERATIONS.

(40) In writing the account of the advance to,

and the subsequent defense of the poeition occupied

Shadl

by-tbe;géicdilq@aﬁ&pg@wﬁgttalion*‘ the-writor-will

 ehdeavdT to GHIBEEUTWSIVents a¢ kgFporsonslly sEWTTTTTTTT

them. Although the historiens have referred to

the incident in a general way, no acocurste and de~
tailed account of the defense of the position occu-
pied by this Command has ever been written.

The testimony of the survivors, in meny cases,
was taken too soon after the relief was effected,
ihich—$054&&4&%1HBO&*!¥OEM$hOﬂ3 on account of their
harrowing oxperienoo.ﬁ%%htimony which was vague,
consequently events as they occurred and developed

each successive day of "The Slege" were not in meny

A Rt Hanmgu.w,w A A
cagee given in sequenca. 4 the correcy dates,

el Bl

and ciroumstancea eurraundihg evente. were in some

--=fifteon---
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Nor will it be poss;ble for the writer to give

5 strict deteiled account of P@he Siege" for %o
give a dﬁtailad accauﬁ:-ssneach individual act of —
heroism and self-sacrifice, and of many other im-
portant and interesting incidents which occurrsd
during those five memorable days,.would wgll furnish o
data for a complete volume. ﬁnly the events .affeet~ o
aiqé’the defense of the p051t10n in which the combined
efforts of the entire commend were exercised, widl~be
given in this monograph. ”

ATHE SIKGE OF THRE jﬂ-ﬂawmow BATTALION' &

(41) History (41) Supported by a barrage from the divisional
of the 77th

Division; artillery, and & simultaneous attack by the French
Page 199,

holding the Binerville sector to the west, the 77th
Division, a8t 12:30 p.m., October 2, 1918, leunched
an attack aloné the entire divisional front. The
o 8ix companies of the 308th lnfantry,\supported by
S fpgplatoons of the 306th Mechine -GanBatiadd 0n. mlih ey
| nine machine guns, and commanded by Major Cherles S.
Whittlesey, advanced as plenned, along the east side
of the north and south revine referred to. This
force was successful in breaking through the enemy
resistance and pushed forward to the slopes over=-
looking the La Viergette Mon;in de Lharlevaux road,
reaching objective about 6:00 p.m. During itfb
advance fhia force encountered determined resistance,
but protected 1Ejb flenks with etrong combat groups
while advencing, which enabled it to meet at the
same time the resistence from the front$\y@5/if§err“lr
g ks _ herd” righting*\nna.sucuossiul 1n~breaking ‘thHrough 'to
the designated objective. (42) Tho foroe suffered

~==gixteen~--
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A‘south of the poaltjan nAonpaeﬁmh¢,tha-3ix.aump&nies o
of the 308th Infantry. Having obtained information
a8 to their exact location from one of their outposts,
Company "K", 307th Infantry, outposted the position
for the night, and remeined in support, as ordered.
Owing to the denseness of the Forest and the blaoknese
of the night, nothing could be accomplishad other
tpép’to remain alert. A small reconnaissance patrol
was sent out but soon fell into the ?ands of ype

enemy. Infozmntlen was - also obtained from-the outpost
thet.the ouf;eé;.waé 8 part of a system of runners-

posts which had been established by la jor whittlesey,

back to regimental headquarters of the 308th Infentry
inside the American front lines, soon efter the occu~-
pation of his position. Although the enemy hed com-
pletely linked up his trench and barbed wire defense
system, during the night of October 2nd and held the

ground in forcq4 between Ma jor whittlesey's Command

and the American front lines, he permitted the runner-

'-.“poata to operate until lafe on the morning Q& October

drd. Thts"wua';zfﬁent a8 patrols sent in directions,
other than along the runner-posts, were annihilated e
2 Lol or ceptured. Two whole compenies of Major Whittlesey's
Commend, sent across the little vaelley to the south
on similer missions, one early on the morning of
October 3rd, end the othgf one later in the morning
of the same date, bQ;:;ﬁliompletely surrounded and
suffered heavy casualties before they could withdraw
to the poeition oooupie& by,’ﬁ%o,ﬁ%rroundod Force™-
Owing to his elmost impregnable defense system,
. the enamy. naa having no diftinulty in.holding up the.

”T?:advance of the American snd Frenoh limee, which were

~=-gighteon~--
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mw_(ae) Hisuory
of the 77th
Division;
P.lSO,par 37.

betwaen nlnety 9nd one hundred casualties durrng the
advance, but it will be interesting to note that it
captured from the enemy, while in his midst, two

officers, twenty-eight privates and three heavy

machine guns, and ked penetrated and crossed his

heavily wired trench system. Upon reaching the ob-
Jective, Major Whittlesey immediately selected his

) fﬁ,a 1$“p”axganiaa¢40n for defense, _. -

position and | an:
g5 his mission was to hold it st all costs until the

other elements of the Division could come up on the

new line which he had established, in accordance with

vthe general plan.

\f\ G '\* (S8 K ;
In#ovma%ihnmhnxing been- receivod in the American

lines that Major Whittlesey's Commend had succeesfully
penetrated the enemy positions end was established on
the objective; that the French on the left, in spite
of their repeated attacks and efforts, had been re-
pulsed in front of La Pelette Pavillion and had fallen
back before Binarville; also that the remainder of

«-the- PRGN Division, to the right, had baem-weraup T e

1(43) From Up-
ton to the
Meuse, 307th
Infantry.
Page 196.

.
béforé "the Buis de 1la Naza, (43) three companies of

the 307th Infantry, ("I", "K" and "M"), were ordered,
lete in the evening of the 2nd of October, to agmdm
endeavoraéé‘p;;h[through to the objective along the
route of(ldvance teaken by Ma jor wWhittlesey's force,
end to remein there in support of the force under

Me jor Whittlesey until another attack could be organ-
ized, tgf'?ng %0 the failure of. tng,erémehta~on his
Q;pﬁf&wtvuuﬂvqnncq;zio seriousness of his position
-u3%¢3&11z.a. Two companies of this force were unable

b
w.._.....w.:co break through the enemy lino. Company "K" sncooed-

_ed in reaching ‘the slopes ‘about inrao tandred ymrae e

-«=ggventaen---
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effecting plens for the cepture of the .SSirrounded

/Fs}ce‘, and permitted the runner-posts to operate

a8 a ruse until he was ready to carry out his plans,
when he promptly broke the chain, capturing or kill-
ing most of the men. In the meantime Major Whittle-
sey, having received orders to hold his position at
all costs, was busy preparing his position for de-
fense.

At 6:30 a.m.,, October 3rd, Company "K", 307th
Infantry, was ordered by Ma jor Wwhittlesey to estaeb-
lish a position on the right flank of his force, es
the command by now was completely surrounded by the
enemy.

At this time Company "E", 308th Infantry, was
detached from the command and sent back across the
ravine to the south of the poaitiogﬁ Company "K",
307th Infentry, teking it's place on the right flank,

Company "E" wae under orders to attack on the west

PR A A

o ;ex.i«l-lwend“-ve-ringm te-advence s ~He was evident:y — - - o

e

shagof - flit-meadh-nod South raving (the raving slopg

which Ma jor Whittlesey's command hed advanced on the
afternoon of October 2nd) in an endesvor to force
the enemy back, and to assist the (See Appendix No.
3) two companies of the 308th Infantry, who had been
fighting west of that ravine on the afternoon of

October 2nd, to move forward to the objective, and i

thus strengthen the “Surrounded Force™
Ration deteils were also sent back under the
protection of this compeny, &8 the force had ad-

venced with only one day'e rsetions for four companies,

LA g ennd)

w~two et thowcomplniaa heing.nnnble tgwobtaip seely
~supp;y; complny "K" sovth.lnxhnjxy. wont formard -

--=nineteen=-=-
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withonik. retione;. ggoasereneshed <Ceengiven tHe T

company commander that rations would come forward,
88 it wes thought that the Division would soon ad-

vance, These ration details never returned. Some

of the men were captured and some were killed. Those

who reached the Americen lines were unable to return
with the retions, as the enemy had, on the afternoon
and evening of October 2nd, linked up his trench

system between the "gﬁ'rroundedrﬂi"i)roe‘"r and the Ameri-

can front line.

The orgenizetion of the position for defense,

which had been started on the evening of October 2nd,

was now renewed with vigor, and the men set to work

enlarging the fox-holes ell around the position.

)
Excevations waf/’ﬁug»in the center of the ellipse

A

D
o1’ the.a ccomodat Yo and tife protectiGm-of the
M. W
wounded. The commend had carried A%"8 wounded wiwh
M, incurred during the advence to the position,

and. fx&Q all. ind;qatianﬂ..mgny more casualtiea’ would

Ty

soon be ;\!1ioted upor the ’g%rround\ikléroe‘:

At about 8:00 a,m. 8n enemy air-plane flew over
the position end after some reconnaissance disep-
peared. At about 8:30 a.m. enemy artillery shelled
the position and the road leading along the foot of
the position. ¥ &ﬁry few shells fell into the posi-
tion, owing to the reverse slope. When the Command
had gone forward on the previous afternoon it had
carried a cage conteining five carrier pigeons.

While the German artillery wae pounding et the posi-

tion | najor Whittleloy reloulod the first pigoon, and

met s Vet

At oarried thé tollowing o ra'fhe'ﬁivimxo e

loft at vhe 77th Division mesesge asutaL |

eeetwonty=--
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Cari we have artillery support? . Fire.is coming from _
T e TG, Tl on

The enemy batteries were soon forced to pull
back, owing to the Americen counter-battery fire,
and during the remainder of*@éﬁe{ﬁﬁegef'hie artil-
lery could not be employed against the :ﬁﬁrrounded

f}%rce‘i for in firing over the reverse slope of the
position, he would register upon his own infantry
holding the high ground to the south of the slope
occupied by Major Whittlesey's men.

About 10:00 a.m, one officer and eighteen men
of Compeny "E", 308th Infentry, which ceipgty had
been sent on 1({5 mission at 6:30 a.m., fell back
upon the position. This officer stated that the
company had encountered a large force of the enemy
while endeavoring to penetrate his wire, and hed
become surrounded. Before the company could with-

drew it had suffered heavily, end some of the sur-

vivors returned to the poeition,{ﬁ*@ wounded,son4

;t%ibn. e Ve

3 The enemy, having found that his artillery
could do the /ﬁérrounded force‘v no harm ae long

as it remained dug in on iﬁjs reverse 510pe, at

this time brought up a trench mortar, &nd co%ﬁanced
to fire on the position from the northwest. A
platoon was sent out in an endeavor to capture the
trench morter. This platoon soon came under galling
maohine gun end rifle fire, which forced it to fall
back upon the poaition, with the lose of some of

.mitﬁf members. This plntoon, while out among the

""enemy, oaptnru& u*priuoner; ‘rom whom-infoxmation

' --~twonty-one---
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Whittlesey continued with the organization of his
position, and at 10:40 a,m, relessed his second
csrrier-pigeon, bearing the following meseage:'w»

"Our runner-posts are broken; Germéns working
to our left reasr. Have sent Compeny "K", 307th
Infantry, to attack and endeavor to open the line.
Patrol rsn into Germans to the esst at (295.1 -
276.3)., Heave located German trench morter at
(294,06 - 276,30). Have teken prisoner who states
his company brought in last night from rear by
motor trucke. German mechine guns constantly
firing on valley from our reer. "E" Compeny (sent
to meet "D" & "F") met heavy resistence. Two squads
have just fallen back on position."

In the meantime, Company "K", 307th Infantry,
had crossed the ravine, whioh wse.effected by infil-
tration and under haressing fire. As this company
we8 crossing the ravine, & German from‘the heights

to the north of the position called in & loud voice

-
Frore

R C e MR T i bl W""""" 1 b

B L e )
to those holding the 310pes to the south of the

) oy

position, informing them that one company of the
f;hrroundod farceﬂ wes crossing the ravine to the
south, A gutt{%al reply wes made from the south
slopes, and when Compeny "K" errived on the slopes
acroes the revine, they found thet the enemy had
withdrawn farther back into thcatyﬁrqatl. Compeny
k" o m‘g;ed 1&:‘ advence due south, with scouts -
well out and strong combaet groups covering the
flenks. After paseing the first barbed ;1ro system
the company came under gallingj flenk and 1 frontal

-meohiny- qan -end rifle fire, _The men. onntinuod ;““

---twenty-threo-—-



wa8 obtained that the Germ&éns hed brought in many
troops during the previous night &#nd had strongly
re-inforced their lines opposing the 77th Division,

8lso the French‘to the left.

While the trench mortar was firing from the -
northwest, the enemy ggégiﬂgga to close in on the
iﬁhrrounded ?ﬁroevf appearing on the slopes to the
gouth of the position. In the meentime bursts of
machine gun and rifle fire were directed upon the
position from meny locations., The enemy trench
mortar was registering upon the position at will,
eand his combined fire was coggg;g;%é to take it's
toll of the FAmerican Force¥,

Ag the enemy was closing in on the left rear,
Company "K", 307th Infantry, holding the right
flank, wes ordered to cross the Charlevaux Creek

to the south of the position, and upon gaining the

slopes scross the ravine, to attack the enemy and T
M AR [ Lrtnt (‘x 4{ R s
aiisnpt - tom-pph-RiE~beak - I#-eueaass%ul ?niuﬂmy-u~--M:fh

en extensive reconnaissence through the "Forest"
in the direction of the Americen front line with
a mission of determining the strength of the enemy,
and %0 eetablish liaieon with the 77th Divieion, &f
poseible. Compeny "K", 307th Infantry, moved out
promptly, as ordered.

Heavy firing could be heard to the south, which
indicated to the members of the rrounded Jorce®
thet the remainder of the Division, and the right

of the Fourth French Army, were making every effort

" [%e wdvences Hopes and morale were high, and-aig- - e

cipline wes most excellent Yhroughvuy the command: -
Although he expected the Americen end French lines

e i L L e “HJWZ.-estwontyatugggfuw
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forward firlng es thev advanced and pcnetrated

@ second barbed wire system. It soon became evident
that the company wes completely surrounded by a -
powerful force of the enemy. A withdrawal, covered
by & rear-guard action, was conducted. This company,
after & hard fight, withdrew bs®wk to the position
occupied by Major Whittlesey's men, carrying it”s
wounded with it, and srriving about 1:30 p.m.

Upon reaching the slope occupied by the 7ﬂhr-
rounded p@rce”ﬂ it agein took positionron the right
flank. During the remainder of»‘?ie/Siegedvno foroe
larger then & smell combat group was sent out of
the position, as the loss of a single man would
weaken the defense of the position.

Soon after the return of Company "K", the
following message was communicated to all company
and detachmant commanders of *Phe Force™:

"Our mission is to hold this position et all

coets. Have this understood by every man in the

02 AR AT RS Ry
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*Note; The
Stars and
Stripes print-
ed an article
relative to
the commend-
able way in

which Ephigi

ttalion
held ite posi-
tion, stating
thet the com-
mand could
have fought
ite way back
to the Ameri-
can front
lines at eny
. tima _during

. the first m Mamcme %o dafend itself,
- dage-4%-wes

“gurrounded.
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*Thanmoréﬁthrea good reasons why lMajor Whittle-
gey could not have retired to the American lines.
- He had been ordered to hold his position

boae UG

- While prepering his position

First:
at all costs., Second:
for defense, 8nd expecting the Americem and French

lines to advance. the enemy had closeé around him,
S BN

Hed he mads..the-ondeEvor 1o withdraw Gesk to the S

L O '1.0 X8 Coriaddis. A MJ (Bl ( A Mo )“\ L

American lines, heﬁ;gn;gﬂh;xg_ggxx.n,hg.m,,‘*., -
oomifefia7 enfiladed, and snnihilated or captured in

the enemy barbted wire systems, as it would/ nbw ‘have

HLB fnroo. oltthiihod A

1) g 4y b | B

Rl LA

@8 it wee, had protoction from artillory Py i e T
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The writer
wishes to
state that
the force
could not
have retired
without com-
plete annihi-
lationg
(Article ap-
pears on page
3, of the
October 18,
1918, issue,
The Stars and
Stripes.
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the front.

OB AP AN B S T

e e R P

Vo e

Iitﬂﬁés”profécted‘to the rear by a
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natural berrids~in-the form of-the ravine running

parallel with the position, which was open, afford-

ing a8 good field of fire, and through which ren

the Charlevaux Creek, from which water could be

obtained for the wounded.

Third:

- Had Mia jor

wWwhittlesey left the reverse slope, the enemy artil-

lery would have concentrated on his command,

g it

was far in the enemy territory, which rendered it

possible for the enemy ertillery to fire, &nd at

the same time to remein secure asgainst counter

hostile artillery fire of the French and Americaen

batteries.

:i i ht

Definite orders ;tfa’ctmg the defense of the

position were now given &8ll units, and a strong

patrol was sent to the ridge to the left front for

observation to the north.

It soon returned and re-

ported that large numbers of the enemy could be

__seen moving in ixom the northwest,

ﬂwmw

Sy .}r

to make themselves evident, for

wthc-enemy re-inforcemehts o

suddenly a heavy trench mortar agein opened fire

from a position about six hundred yards to the

northwest.

and many shelle fell into the position.

Scout

It soon obtained the correct range,

sent to the ocrest of the ridge reported that it

was protected by machine guns.

A combat group

waes orgenized and sent out in an endeavor to cap-

ture the mortar, but soon came under rifle and

cerapon” tb% poaition.w

ot Wy e

and the survivors fpll baok i

e

Wartillory, owing to the reverse elcps eceupisd

The ‘eriemy Gould not ude ﬁis“’fﬁf

---tnonty-five---
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inabllity, to 8 large extent by employing light

(minenwerferg)and heavy trench mortars, which owing
to their high angle-fire, were able to register
occasionally upon the slope from any location
around the position. From the afternoon of October
drd he continually pounded the position with these
high-ang%g weapons, ceusing the commend many ces-
ualtieeywantold agony &nd distress, but he was
never able to bresk the morale of the men.

Combined with the fire from-this-trench mortar,
machine gun fire was placed on the position from
the west and southwest, and sniping began from &ll
directions. All of this was only & fore-runner of
the first enemy organized attack, which came at
3:00 pems It was a surprise attack, mede with the
view of storming the Americen position and captur-
ing the entire force. Thapwlsunahadxthéiéﬂmain
attack };om the front, supported by mechine guns
and trench maxthwxgﬁn from flenke end rear. fThey
§ttacked Tron VAU-PNEMY with potato-mashers end .
hand grenades, with a thin line of riflemen ed-«
vancing with the Grenadiers. In their eagerness
and excitement to storm the position, they exposed s
themselves to the Americen firing line, and when
the rifle and Chawchat rifle fire was poured into
their renks the attack was soon broken up, for the
enemy fell back in disorder.

The ;éélﬁi&Qﬂyﬂioet Battelior™ had not taken
forward trench mortars or one-poundersf”%ierotore,
could not counteract the fire of the enemy trench

'*'ﬁ1fmortasav hus !1Fh7iﬁps nino maohin;méuna, mnny L mﬂfww;;”
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-““hauuha* rifles and rifles- tha kAmanhmumJana“ fqmg;wwm

“ﬁcould deliver a terribla st vemall-erms firs, -

gpﬁ&in any direction. .MThe Force" had not cerried
food forward, for thet had been arranged for, had —

Mo n
the lines advanced but extra ammunition waa car-

mined 0ppositionFpasmanxinipaiedwbywxhawnixia;qn ﬁ
Conmendery

Upon falling back, the enemy immediately com-
menced to effectfhié rlene for another attack.
In théir~eagarneas théy again geve their plan swaey,
'fdf”an American offiéer, whose company was on the
left flenk of the “lmerican/ﬂorcdﬁ end who could
speak and understand German, over-heard the German

officers calling to each other and giving instruc-

A A

= Mo g
tions. This attack i:s- "thsfﬁﬁdﬁy“ﬁpun the-.

,.,,
,q

T T L < Y - W, - g

ffznriounded Foroe*~&%~5+oou;unkr4Ltmuus aBA8T.00
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-attack, and-the~enemy-atietked both flenks simwi~

:ttnﬂﬂﬁﬁxx_with infantry groups, which came supported
by the”Grenadiers from the front. The trénch mort-
are niép escisted in Ahe’dpthck, and machine gun
fire raked the position. The Americans waited un-
til the ememy came into plein view; the command
"fire" was given, and the ravine rang out with
echoes of machine guns, Chauchat rifles and rifles.
The Americen machine gunners also swept the slopes
to the south, The men were steady, cool, and de-
od  Ylhae whad .

liberate, during..the. mo£w$ho&rwfire. Their
aoouruoj’!fa csused the enemy to n’g«iy) fall back / R

in disorder, and guttﬂ;al cries of pain were heard

Call -long his line., The oriee of the aenemy wounded

-"uuula bn haarﬁmuntil.Lansmutxnr daxknnpa had

I vy s
ne—— e e
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gsettled down, when their comrades came and carried

both their dead and wounded to the rear. Irom the
night of October 3rd>the enemy carried his dead

and wounded back esch night under cover of darkness,
except his dead who had ventured too near the
Aimericen® position in their eagerness to ennihilate

or capture {Q‘he ,E(ommend‘(.

The enemy had been repulsed in his two assaults

upon the #’nrrounded /EOrce( but had inflicted e
many oasualties. for, by now ﬂhe }/ommand"f had
suffered, from the afternoon of October 2nd, one
hundred snd fifty-six casualties, in killed and
wounded. No medical officer had accompanied t‘he
command, and as the enemy had:lﬁan content to re-

main under cover after his last attack, the entire
personnel of (,'the {F{:rce'fnow turned their attentions

to the care of th; wounded. Three enlisted men of

the Medical Corps were present and they were di-
_recting. .the.sapplication of the dressings. Their

supply of bandages and ev.erwai:"é'{: a-idmplack 1n

the entire command w\v'e,?e used that night. The
wounded were dressed end placed as comfortably as
possible in exoavations a:zéi&;d:r?mh; fz:f,&xi}.axw ;
mmﬁmﬂhm WWM 4hem, in
WWMMM-M larger trees,

which afforded protection from grenades hurled

fpom the slope to the front., Thus d4id October 3rd

pess for theﬁWcat Battalion™ a day of
evente which had so closely pursuod' each other
_ that the men could hardly rcaliu that som quigt.. M g
_hea come WO LA T e e .,
The men, ospeoinlly the wounded, aui’fered

H---twenty:g@ghtf--
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bitterly from the cold duviug the-night of October __
drd. The wounded were possessed of herbic forti- | —
tude. lien who had been shot through the stomach,
and others whose arms and legs haed been badly lac-
erated by trench mortsr shells, remaimed quiet, and
strove to grit the pains and esnguish between their
teeth, yﬁ@%hiwgﬁ 8¢ unlike the enemy wounded, who
would cryvout until their comrades would come up
under cover of darkness and carry them back. The
rema inder of the night of October 3rd passed
quietly. Scouts were sent out under cover of dark-
ness in an endeavor to carry informstion of the
plight of {}ﬁe}éroe"‘ to the Americen lines. These
scouts eitherf;eturned wounded or did not return o
et all.

Day-light of October 4th, and the second day
of %ﬁﬁefgiege?ﬂ found the men very tired and hungry,
for what few rations they carried forward had been
_consumed by the wounded during the morning of
‘October “3rd, inua@éiglktgﬁ ML_jgrala wes Btgﬁ e

for all were certain that the Franco-Americean lines

would advence that day. The desd, who had fallen

on the afternoon of October 3rd, were buried with

great difficulty, for the men were exhausted from
fatigue and hunger. About 8:30 a.m. & new and

gerious situation arose, which proved very dis- m—
couraging and distressing to the command. The

enemy had brought back two light trench mortars

(minenwerfers) and hed pleced them in positions;

‘one'slightly to the right front, end ome to the

Ll ST e

w—1gft frcnt.. Thia qnglIod his numbsr a!-%renoh-.mH-MMM~ il

mortars ﬁo three. During the remeinder of”‘h

~==twonty-nine«--



ﬁﬁegc’bhe kept up anvi;ééééan;w§f;§.ﬁifh“tﬁésé'
weapons, causing the éﬁﬁrrounded/}brce"h&ny cas-
ualties, and only cessed his fir; when the Americsan
artillery fire forced him to retire temporarily.
He would always return end continue his nibbling
torture.

Scouts who had been sent out returned with noig
the report thet Germens in large numbers were all
around the position. ﬂo attéﬁpgrwsauééiiéwmede by -
tpgh..to aseault the p081tion at this time, but
haraasing machine guﬁ fire was..being-delivered..
upon the position and snipers were busy. The men
had developed their fox-holes, and coyld now re-
main safe from snemy machine gun and rifle fire,
but the death dealing, silent flying, trench
mortar shells would sppeear on a high angle, des-
cending upon the position or upon the road at the low!

foot of the position. About fifteen percent of

his trench mortag_ﬁhﬁ;ls fell imto theposttion — ——

T A e A N

W ) s

. great deal of the .enemy trench mortar ammunition

G, Ow‘ ] .‘,4'1
meény of :Zg.shelle
LY o o P
¢4%f1,¢’ﬁﬁdd7. Many of-hie—shells passed over the occu-

pied reverse slope and struck along the road to

wae defective,

the rear of the position and in the revine to the
rear. Had all of the trench morter shells fired

\ by the enemy fallen into the position, them:there
W\wwwbr\ J-to.&b.ﬁh kwl{u‘% e v ~Battedd q‘ i

Posmabserlil b

A A s g Aawaosao a.m4 Mnjox Ehittloaey sont a mombcr o i

it o ﬁir—aarv&ae. gpfgﬁﬁﬁf
to the rear, bearing the following message:

W'nothqr_948°°n-A,,[,'””
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"Germans are all arounu us. _we L S BT

e A (AATERANIN NG A Y
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heavily Bhelled by mortars this morning. Situation
is rapidly cutting in our strength. Men arcsuffer-
ing from hunger end exposure. The wounded are in
very bad condition. Should have more ammunition.
Cannot support be sent at once?"
Harsssing machine gun and rifle fire continued
until the afternoon, end the men of’ﬁgkefgﬁrrounded
orce" returned the fire. The mechine g;nners de=- E?
livered their fire upon the slopes occupied by the
enemy, and occasionally one of the riflgmen would
observe a form come tumbling down from ﬁ%a conceal-
ment. |
During & lull in the afternoon, an American
artillery barrage began to fall upon the slopes to
the south-east, for the pigeon Ea}éiaﬁﬂ hed arrivead
at Division Headquarters, and the artillery were
endesvoring to break up the enemy groups which
,,,,,, ”nexeﬂfarming 10 assault the position. - Each pigeon
~raleaned -hed.carried the.map.co~crdinotes of the
position, Increasing 1tf? intensity, the barrage
crept down the slope to the resr of the position, EEANY
crossed the marshy bottom of the ravine, where
it hurled mud and brush into the air and settled
dead upon the position occupied by_the;ﬁﬁﬂ$119q
/Lost Battelionf. The shelle intended for the
enemy's destruction were now registering repeatedly
upon the slope which sheltered the ’7gleaguered
/l(oro . Exoavations W caved in upon the wounded.
When the men. wm andnavor‘l%o shift their poeition
T {HiT6rder 60 8void the shells; sneuy HAEhIAY gUBASKS—
A4 ruke[the position. Ths Germsn

and snipers wo

w==thirty-ong---
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i i trench mortars threw ia thelr shells, whlch added

50 the fury of the, fr;endlyanrx.aga,a Wb 0f.this. . - o

S
T A A o A 1 b

inferno of fire and brimstone flew Whittlesey's
lest pigeon, gﬁﬂfthe lest link of communicetion
between the jso5called "Lost Battalion™ and the
Franco-Amerioa;(lines, and it carried the following
message :

"We are along the road parsellel 276.4. Our
own artillery is dropping a barrage directly on
usg."

When the barragejand enemy fire had ceased

the aiwesdy

ff’(

:D"a\'r. Yoo s’ Mg

fastgéthindling bandﬁ‘wi'4'é?“’ I

About 3:30 p.m. 8an smerican plane flew high
over the position. The Battslion Signal men suc-
ceeded in sttracting iqj§ sttention by placing
white panels in &n open space in the trees, &8s a —
rocket signal from the plane was observed. The
plsne soon descended, and later snother plene came
—flying-over-the fﬂ@rast’ ,
peseing over the American lines and approaching
the fﬁ@siegez/rbroeﬁ it was fired upon by seemingly
every enemy machine gun in the vicinity. It

"q_uitﬁ lows ﬁp—on-ww-“v:»u —

circled around snd over the position and dropped
messege containers with long streesmers, but they
were lost in the swemp or fell into the enemy lines.

At 5:00 p.ms the enemy made another attack
WA
upon the position, buéknot LY determined as é;;f

o]

the attacks of the evening of the third. éh 8 i e

e\ ltu attack W% snd thgifew agein turned their

\

| T

};ﬂW, o whremion 6o the wounded, for thamsammﬂﬁd-hﬂi e

suffered heavily during the day¢ Heter wag obt&&neﬂ
---thirty-two---



“for thexr caeualtzes.- The woundad werg agein
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dressed, and silenee soon settled OVer the hmlr“

pressed ery from the-wounded.~ By now the wounded
were in frightful condition; weak from the loss of
blood, andgggﬂgbod with which to replenish the
fbst%ﬁ?falling vitality. The remainder of the
night was bitterly cold end rainy.

Dewn of October 5th, snd the third day of
?ﬁge $iegef, found the men very tired and hungry. -
The usual routine of sending out petrols snd seouts
was resumed, Scouts returning from the slope to
the northeaat.reported that they had sighted a
body of about two hundred Germans moving into the

—

vh
hills to the south and rear of the position. “Stﬁi
P\u L su o)
of the-desd had hocnmburied on the a ternoon of

<UL B e Ca

October 3rd, snd the melancholy duty was-sSgein-pe-
~amed.on the morning of the fourth. WeakneerfroN"

‘ Pt lack of food and slee

m A P na&o—ft-utmvstwfnpoaetbte
% oL u{(" t\{;("r-a » 0.0 C) Lkﬁ-tm

the hard ground

for the men

|

" anmmm 0 My e b g i - AP ENW VY A . A a3 i+ 8 e

Jqoqgnpi&dmhaw!howeonnanuw AThey dug oheerfﬁlly, Gagt -
their fellen comrades might heve their lest. earthly
tributé. The.werk could.noi.be.ceniinued, -for sud-

denly trench mortar, machine-gun end rifle fire wee
directed upon the position. The enemy had osii¥$o3
the men rise from their fox-holes to perform their
sacred duty. ?rom the mexrning of October 4th)the
dead could not‘bo buried, for when a burial party
would attempt to work, the enemy would deliver upon

ST
the position fire of every okerectery -Hepes-of

S AL AT B

‘ R AL, B e
‘f;a mon wcro oowtain that would Avence an _thet
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from a muddy stream running a‘ong uhe ravine be;ow

uv e R A AT R

o i v i e G POV A G i ORLTBOE O WATE-CUBE & GROVALLY,
.4 ~ for the enemy scon found that the men were carrying
- meter.fram.the littlc-etroems He crogs-fired onm it

from four positions. He laid his guns to ensble
him to fire by night, as well as by day, and would
fire at irregular intervals, which would deceive
the men. S0 many men were wounded while on the ——-
mission of obtaining weter for the wounded that
guards had.to be pleaced at intervals to keep the
men from going for water by day. After the wounded
had been mede as comforteble as possible, the men
endeavored to obtain some much needed rest., A
chilly rain added to the discomfort, but soon after
8:00 pem, rifle fire and fire from the Americen
Chauchat rifles could be heard from over the ridge
to the south. The morale of—’ﬁﬁeﬁﬂbrcc" was still

/ high, which would seem impossible, for certeinly

the lines would advence, 88 they were fighting by o

g night as well as by day.

.. Liiecs: s B —— o e s UL mggqugﬁgavbjsfto'captursm’“”
the commeand by direct assseult, angﬁﬁ:a each time
failed to gain the position, now changed their
method of attack. About 9:00 pem. flares began
to shoot all over and around the position, lighting
up the entire slope. From all slong the slopes to
the front hand grenades end potato-meshers began
to fall. The enemy reined them onto the position
et will, It wes indeed & surprise attack, but the
moh fell on the firing line and delivered a burst .
of smell arme' fire that soon sent the enemy over ..
A, o, il et o A the hilln tn cﬁnfuaian.f~rhcy returuvd 8o0u a:te:
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aay, for- ,m ;w mmbli-ﬁ{z sou0d.-of _})‘ smerisha..

_ upon the <?31018u°r°‘ ?@r°°f7uw””m

Chauchat-riflee oould be dist;nguished above the

.¥Apid sound of the Germsn mechine gune. At least

the men knew thet every endesvor was being mede by
the 77th Division to advance. Several entire bat-
telions of the 77th had been reduced to & negligi-

ble strength in their endeavor to come up on the

flanks of the‘gcjéggi%ﬂ PLost Battalion" The
w”"”d to fly around

French and American plenes ¢
the position, but did not seem to descend 80 near

the position. This was a discouragement to the

men, for could it be that the force had been con=-
gidered annihilated or captured? The planes cir-

cled high in the air and soon flew back to the

rear, Sniping was kept up by both the enemy and

the Americen Force until along in the aftermoon,

The Germens seemed to be quieting down, and the

men wondered if they were prepar;ng to withdraw,

for the Franco-Americen attack during the entire

- morning hed been fierce, &8 could be determined

“by the firing to the south snd sguibwest. This

hope soon faded away d;;;JQEE_nadzzaioa—oimﬁhe

firing to the rear,haﬁdnt;ﬁ enemy groups could PEITRS

be seen moving about on the slopes. About 3:00

p.m. 8 French plene came flying over the position;

enemy machine gun fire greeted 1§:§ appearance,

but it continued to circle the position, snd soon

flew back toward the French lines. The enemy, no

doubt, had thsz'reason for remaining quiet, for,

(po donb?} he was preparing to leunch eanother attack

T 1

The French.plene had, Oﬂtxil“*ﬂfvfmﬁ
eeethirty-fivege--
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G o his own lines that e "'}surmunded L

/ﬁorggﬂfpouldmnptwbe_1pcahaa..but.that R.concentrE~ . ..
tion of enemy troops wes being effected near the
position, The French Commander, on the left, in-
formed the Division Commsnder of the 77th Division
that he was going to lay down an artillery concen-
tration upon the Germen troops in thet locality,
stating that the W“*Lost Battalion"™ hed,
no doubt, been annihilated or captured. In spite
of the objections of the Americen Commender, the
French opened fire. The shells came southwest
from over Binarville, many of them striking dead
into the position occupied by the~ American Force™.
They would strike all along the slope, &nd when
groups would attempt to shift to safer ground, the
enemy would sweep the position with a1l of his
fires. No shells seamed to pass over the position

and onto the enemy beyond, but either fell short

or travelled slong the slope occupied by the Amer-

icans;~end the barrage fell for one hour.end.thiriy.-
fivémminutea.

When the men realized that it was another
friendly barrage, which had been intended for the
enemy, the first t¥§§§7remembered wag, that lajor
Whittlesey had releasedhhis lest pigeon the day
before and no word could be sent to the artillery,
finforming them that their barrage wae falling ehorti)
‘Thet hour and thirty-five minutes seemed deys, end :
between shells the men were busy with the enemy.

No guns of the Frenoh tatteries 1ifted during the

0. take adventuge ol Uk LerrYsTd pIight of the
we=thirty-gix---
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Americans, and during -the hour end thirty-five
minutes, had effected their pians for anvattack
the moment the friendly artillery lifted. He was
ready, end as the last few shells came over the
hills, he launched his attsck upon the ‘éﬁrrounded

/JGrceVZ Although the French barrage had rendered
a8 disorganization, to some extent, the men fell on
the firing line and poured their small arms' fire
into the renks of the enemy, whie¥ again forcéﬁ¢f
him to fall back to cover,

The #Division Commander®™ soon saw that his
estimate of the situation had been correct, when
he informed the French that the ﬁﬁﬁrrounded i%rce’
was still holding out, for as soon as the French
barrage lifted, the Chauchat rifles and machine
guns of the “Surrounded Force" could be heard far
back in the Americen lines, Iﬁﬁﬁg resisting the

attack made by the enemy upon the position soon
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" "after the French barrege had lifted., Hardly bad
the fight ended)when an Americen plane came flying
over the Forest and swooped down toward the posi=-
tion. The enemy machine guns opened fire on it,
but had no effect, for the plene seemed most per-
sistfnt and continued to.fly around and around the
position, swooping down and then up, &8 if endeav-
oring to dodge the enemy fire. Soon it started
for the rear.

The men of thw/;urrounded 761'00"' wondered at

the queer actions of the eir-plene, for soon another

R 1 returnad ana 33J§:;a£¥w%a~&rop PEuoEages - from

IS

e

wwm(wwﬂw*'”  ‘tha uook-pit.‘ The men -pewvealiJed” thyy the Come-
mand had been diaoovered by the Air-Service, and

===thirty-sevense- . _ .
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it was thought that it was food and smmunition
wnich the planes were dropping. Owing to the queer
formation of the terrain abput the vicinity of
the slope occupied by the ‘%rrounded }l‘oree"’, it
was most difficult for the Air-Servic; to observe
and Judge correctly, for khe packages all fell to
the enemy. The plane soon disappeesred, whiﬁhp o Unded
ql@uﬂﬁkanother dayl;f harrowing events and exper-
iences for the pd- mi%ﬂ #L0st Battalion -
The Command looked to the care of it's wounded.
Bandages were now being taken from the dead and
applied to the wounded. Wounds were being wrapped
with the spiral-puttees worn by the soldiers, and
taken from the legs of the dead. These proved to
be excellent bandages, for the stub of an arm or
8 leg, or a badly lacerated wound could be securely
wrapped with two of these leggins. ;aﬁfaﬁéié.gﬁ-"
amoende of wool 835~4ﬂ&@318mﬁb805333“323 Pl°°d'~ It'
‘wa e “growing hivre-diffisult -to obtein weter, for
the enemy continually fired upon the water hole by
day and by night. Darkness goon settled over the e
hill-side, and for once all was deathly silent,
gave for the moans of the wounded and the occasional
crack of s rifle.
Morning of Ootobgr 6th, and the fourth day of
/gfe ryfegd". broum»;;oénrm to g dragged out
it's weary length. Mnchin"gun and rifle fire com~
iﬁgéiagﬁiiiy, sand the trench mortars again took wup
' their pounding¢ Faint lounde of Americen rifle
‘L“hnd Chﬁuahatwﬁifle firing could be~ héerd Trom over
M T ragg oo Sy I wtﬁ;?h%ﬁ;a 80 far
e==thirty-eighte~=
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T awgy that 1t seemed ‘they Epoke of" despait, rathef

than of h0pe. It was at this time that MaJor
Wwhittlesey, in talking to his few remaining assembl=-
ed officers snd non-commissioned officers, *compared
the feint low steady sound of the American Cheuchat-
Rifles, far back in the Americen lines, to the Bag-
Pipes &t Lucknow, The indescribadle suffering of
the wounded, end the seeming failure of the franco-
American lines to advance with re-inforcements,
failed to shake the morsle of the men, for one

thing in that desperate situation no one forgot.

The command had advanced to the ravine, where it
remained under orders to take the position, and to
hold it at all costs until the other elements of

the line could reach it. The orders were plain.

On this morning there was & general éonsiné through-
out the now little band that the test had come.,
M%ﬁ‘;véﬁ;arﬁ@%r & suggestion i)“ ( givc;n. it
was known throughout the command by every reuwaining
officer sand man, that if the Germsns captured the
hill-side they would find there the last of it’s
defenders, dead &t his post,

At 9:30 a.m. another air-plene appesred and
again endeavored to drop packages upon the slope
occupied by tho-ﬂg%rrounded rGrodﬁf' It wes greeted
by fire of every character, but doggedly continued
to circle the position, snd soon flew straight to
the American line. It wes to get 1Q:§'revengo,
for it hed signalled the Americen field artillery

,t§22;ﬁ2’£t!hﬁ that there were many enemy troope

Moot Battelion”. It hed
aightea”iﬁﬁ*éiw%ﬁIlﬂW”ﬁéﬂﬁﬂﬁflPﬁfﬂﬂmﬁ@ﬁ%tfﬁerwmWW“WL'M
: «~=thirty-ning---



AW
"WRANY BN

ANYRERY Y

- -\,;%&%g%ma 'ﬂe‘oﬁ!’ mmm,,s«o 8.4l nnn..mmwwz. .

barrage begen. It again came from the southesst,
as 3; tﬁo days previous. It registered dead on

the slopes across the revine to the rear. It
pounded the slopes for many yards in width and in
depth. It creepe; down the slope to the ravine,
and crossed over the creek in the bottom. Suddenly
it 1ifted and landed squarely on top of the ridge
to the north, where the enemy had formed for his
daily assesults upon the e&?oalléﬂ ¥Lost Battalion™
It was the American artillery, of the 77th Division.
It literally tore up the ground all around the
position. It registered at will to the resr, upon
both flanks, and to the front of the slope occupied
by the jﬁﬁrrounded orce?f'and the men were amazed
at the sccuracy of it"s fire. So badly did the

American artillery break up the enemy orgenization,

~that they were unable to lesunch their attack upon

the ?ﬁﬁrrounded’farcaw for which they were pre-

o PRRIDG - The Apexicen sriillery had sioned .for 11'."'8

lass fortunate barrage two days previous. Tha ar=-
tillery, obteining the correct renge and fire data,
assisted by the air service reconnaissance, and
firing such a perfect barrage, no doubt saved the
Aqgﬁﬂﬂirﬂk?‘Lost Battelion” from complete ennihila-
tion thet day. The sir-pleanes soon efter returned
and again mede every endeavor to drop food and
ammunition upon the Zeleaguered xbroel The
packages could be eaBily seen descending, end it
looked a8 if they would surely fall into the posi-
the Germans around thﬁ‘:::;izzgﬂngaiycould epeak

B S

"f[gigq,‘bng_tﬁ“ﬁ alwaya Tell t0 the enemy. Some of T
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call down to the Amerioana from the heights around,

end inform the men of the contents of the packages.

They failed to gain the confidence of the men of

the command, for the Americamns would curse them

in reply. The writer had never before known that

the Americen soldier's vocabulery contained so -
"much enlightening informetion", and so many

"endesring termg", and the Germans understood them
perfectly. The Air-Service, for the remasinder of

tjﬂ{ ?fége“, made every endeavor to assist the

“( r;;unded pg;ce'.- They had sssisted the artillery

in obtainlné the correct fire data, which had so
completely broken down the enemy formations during

the morning, and they kept the sky clesr of enémy
plenes, who would surely heve bombed the position

had not our air service kept hfm away. They lost

two planes and two officers killed while making

their courageous flightg,;qﬁbin ‘the face of fir;WW"

of every charsctaxr over the position occupied by o

i FLont Batiarion¥,

During the afternoon & few ranging bursts of
fire were.directed ageinst the position from enemy
machine guns to the south and southwest. Suddenly
tha Germans laid down an intense mechine gun bar-
rage covering every part of tﬁgva%OPe. The hill~
gide was baptized in bullets.ipp were delivered
from positions from every direction. This wes one
of‘the moat unplessant experiences of the entire
ﬁ'iege* Although the men had flattened themselves

in ‘their funk-holes, upon the deliven of the renging

VRBVIRIHAA N WO i ien MR e 3T AN ) AV FUN A AR AR Db L W 7 BV
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attaok éupported by the two light trench mortars,
86 the American artillery hed destroyed the heavy
one firing from the northwest during the delivery
of it'®s barrage in the morning. This attack was
met and dispersed by the small arme' fire of the
Americans, but the ususl toll of dead and wounded
had been taken by the enemy. The wounded were
cared for, and more wrepped-leggin bandeges applied.
The enemy, having suffered heavily during the

& oy

day, &8 the result of the American barragei”also

. the asccuracy of the Americen rifle-mer &nd machine _ __..

gunners, was content to remain quiet all during
the evening end night of Oc¢tober 6th, but ceme up,
as usual, after dearknese and carried beck his dead
and wounded.

Ammunition wes running very low, even though
the command had gone forward well supplied. Soon

efter dark the rifles end emmunition.wexe tekgn

. feom the .ansmy.-dead who-hed .fedlen neer the -9ogi=- -

tion, in.their-effort-to-venture-too-nesxr-during..

__some--of their-etteeks; IThese- dned~thamﬁnnmxmcould

V.
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not cefry back, ®8 _they had fallen-too.neer the
position occupied by.. th‘*zﬁéwxﬂnnﬂ_m. rce’. A e
good supply of rifles and emmunition was obtained,
end their rifles maede very fine sniping weapons,
although they did not compare with the Americen
rifles for long renge work.

The reader may imagine by now that the morale

of the oommnnd must be shattered. r wishesar

/*
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ness hed closed over the #Hill-gide?, on the night

l, (e
ceefOrty=two=-«



omectober 6th.' One of +he men who had been sent'

B B KA R

St WL th the party to Bring in the rifles and

sanmuhition of the enemy dead, promptly upon his
return to the position, requested permission to -
again return to the enemy dead. He gave as his
reason, his desire to search their packs for rations.
Now this soldier had been shot high in the head

and was bandaged. His request wss refused at first
by his Compeny Commander, but as he 8o insisted,

the Compeny Commander s;on—;a;ea%eém The soldier
crawled back out of the position and out emong the
enemy dead., He had been absent for some time, con-
sequently some concern wees felt for his safety, lest
he fall into the hands of enemy patrola. He soon

M»LL AT L Y ™

came crawling into the positlon, and ugmm_hains >
-
to haul

asked about the enemy rations,
something out of his shirt front. He said to hies

Captain, "here, Captain, I heve a fine aouvenir )

Lk Wi,mfm«wﬂamWyvu and 1mmediawohm»ahoved 8 magn&i&ann@

ol ey 1Y B UK

A .

pipe toward hia Company COnmander . ‘ka*having ,,,,, i
satisfied himself thet he had mede it_jL;&ght\with
the Captsinfjbroceeded to pull out of his shirt
bosom notebooks, looking glaeses, sheving utensils,
combs, pencils, pens, buttons, ornaments, and

other articles too numerous to mention; in-£get,

he -had-gathered & good-load. Th&-pun.t-is,"‘*e ‘had
not gone out there for rations at all, but for i

Hoa
gouvenirs. T“Lhr believe‘ the-tbowe t0 be
a fair dononntration of reel morsle and fortitude.

The American soldier is the biggest moreale raiser

TRy A
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excaptionully co0l under fire, and will obey orders

vw---fqrty-three--f



On the morning of October 7th, and the fifth

e"
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. dey.-pf. f?ﬁ aﬁege* 1%-wee-elnost. impossible t0
find men who had strength enough to go to the slopes
as scouts. There was no change, &8s far as the sit-
uation was concerned, for as fast @s patrols would
venture out they were immediately drivenm in hy the e
enemy. The position by now waee in a bad state, for
the dead of three days' fighting had not been bur-
ied, nor was it possible to accomplleh this. The
wounded were suffering intensely, gg gangrene had
set in on most of the living wound;d. and meny men
were dying. Every bit of strength had to be con~
served in order to repel attacks of the enemy from
the ridge sbove the position. The smerican planes
were still trying to drop food and smmunition, for
no men knew when relief could possibly break through.
Faint firing wae heard in the direction of the
Americen lines, which spoke for the endeavors of

the Divigion to come up. gn the flanks of the . . e

A AL MM asrmmre’s i s
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»w;‘b eaguered ?orce’
In spit of everything which hed gone before,

the morale and diécipline of the command wae high,

snd hopes of relief on the morning of the seventh

were entertained. Just before noon the enemy

launched s bitter attack from the front, end his
machine gunners to the Ilanks again raked the

poeition. The men daé?ithemeelvea to firing poei~
tions, and 1n their eagerness to hold the enemy

out of the position, soon forgot their wounds, for -—

'm~~wby “BOWy man- Who- had~bsen eorely wonndaa nere. takiag
S ””"”"”““%"inﬂ?ﬁgwfﬁs13§£3§3. Thie attack was repufh”ﬁ”'“’””m“

---forty-tour---
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fire continued during the afternoon.

- B Lo Qe - TRG- GBI fITiﬁg“ﬁééﬁéﬂﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁ”??6&“”“'
the left flank there appeared & soldier limping
toward the position. All were cautioned to hold
their fire. The soldier wes carrying a long stick,
upon which was}tied 8 white piece of cloth. He
passed into the position in sight of the enemy ob-
serving from the heights. He had been captured by s
the Germens while attempting to obtain some of the
packages dropped from the Americean aireplanes
during the morning of the seventh, and had been
blind-folded and accompanied to the opening where
he was released. He was the bearer of a letter i
from the German commending officer. The letter
was addressed to the commanding officer of the
{;hrrounded 9brce“ dictated in English end neatly
typewritten on a sheet of good quality paper, and

it reed &s follows:
g "Sir’T;TBfﬁyﬁﬁ??{,P?NEBEEQQEGEQQ&L”Eri!aﬁam”ww_m_“_,w
—“:;:;:....... has been tsken prisoner by us. He
refused to give the Germen Intelligence Officer Lt
any answer to his questions, and is quite en hon-
orable fellow, doing honor to his Fatherland in
the strictest sense of the word.
"He has been charged against his will, be-
lieving thet he is doing wrong to his country to
carry térward this present letter to the officer
in charge of the battalion of the 77th Division,

with the purpose to roeommend this commnndor to

surrendo* with his foroen un 1t~«mu1& bc q;;ggﬁy“”wmmwwm‘u
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" "The suffering of your wounded>men’can be
‘heargwever here in the G(rmen lines end we are M;w“
appealing to your humene sentiments to stop. A
white flag shown by one of your men will tell us
that you agree with these conditions. Please treat
Private sveesee.e 88 an honoreble man. He is quite
8 soldier. e envy you. |
The German Commanding Officer."
Legend has made famous the reply, "Go to Hell",
which Ma jor whittlesey is reported to have hurled
at the Germans upon reeding the demand for surrender.
No answer, written or tﬁgill was made by him to
the Germanéeommander 8 letter. Major whittlesey
ordered the two white sir-plane pesnels to be taken g

in at once. There was to be mnothing white showing

on that '?11 l-,w{de"

The..writer.will-expieim-the-vrigin-of-the
phraga.,L@e=to“HeI1", "which has” ﬁeehWQY%?fgwfmd to

B e e S T EE N R T I VR R P Y

muwmﬁem,uajﬁ”“ﬁﬁf%tiégﬁy% Some of the enlisted men were
standing grouped around nea%by while the 1etter was
being read by Mas jor Whittlesey &nd two other offi-
cers present. Some of the sergeants had &lso heard
the contents of the letter. In s very few minutes
the news end contents of the letter iﬁejknown all
over the commasnd., The men coﬁ%égzgé\to call out bl
to the Germans, inviting them to come over and teke

f ; the commend if they wanted them, and many choice

oaths were conveyed along with their invitetions.

\
The German Gbmmender very soon found that his offer

¥ e i e
i

© o would not be ooneidarod‘by Major Winittlesay and his
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men. for in plaxn words, thE men ha& told*thaw to
thought, but did not say. o :
The Germans waited for their reply, but no
reply was being prepared, for Major Whittlesey was
busy re-disposing what few effective men he had
left, and preparing for the attack which was sure -
to follow. A very smell amount of ammunition re-
mained, and the men could be seen shining thedr
bayonets in the wet dirt, for owing to the deple=-
tion of;?ﬁhe(y%mmandi’ it was expected that the
enemy would surely make a bayonet assault upon the
position. Guttéral commands could be heerd all
around the position. Wwhen all was ready, & furious
attack was launched by the enemy upon the position.
He directed his main ettack upon the center and the
right flenk, His grenadiers csme over the cliffs
from the left front, and the “ﬁmerioan;f%roeﬂ
found itself resisting the fiercest at{ack of the

entire'élibge'. The enemy employéd his machine ——— —
guns, sﬁiéers and light trench-morters (minenwerfers)
to support the attack. Men too weak to stand, &nd
men severely wounded, drew themselves up to the
firing 1ine, took deliberate aim end fired into
the advancing enemy. Those who could not fire
loaded rifles for their comrades. The stteck had
resched it!s height, when 134uid, fize shot into
the ranks of the two compenies holding the right
flank.

The enemy hed reserved his 1;guid fire until

“Whmﬂw,”jho lasv,’ uﬂd Haa Employuﬁ“11 with~the~inueﬁtion ol ar
R ool furning the Tight~ Ylaﬁl"vr“th!‘Tﬂ?ﬂ@“ﬁﬂu~uwuuiﬁg-—-w~—
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and the men rose out of their fox-holes, went for-
ward to a new firing position and killed the Ger-
mens carrying the flame throwers. 1t seemed that
the enemy must come over, but the men made one lest
effort and he fell back, never to come sgein. Ger-
mens could be seen drifting around the flanks of
the position from the slopes to the south, which
was a good sign that the Americans were coming for- o
ward., The firing of the Americean Chauchat-rifles
could now be distinctly heard to the south, and
hope!<of relief wesagain renewed. Cries could be
heard from the slopes above the position, which
testified to the fact that the Americen rifle fire
had been effective. Gradually the Germans with-
drew, carrying their desd snd wounded with them,

. for the-Amerieen—and French-lines. were edvencing.

Wi il would have been imposeible for the command

 to0 withstand another such fierce onslaught withont .
annihilation, for only two machina guns of the }
original nine remeined, and no gunners remained e
to man them. Rifle, machine gun, pistol and Chau-
chet rifle ammunition was practically gone, &nd
hend grenades sll expended. The command would
have met the next attack with the bayonet.

Dusk soon came, but the survivors who had pro;
pared to suffer another cold night of hunger and
thirset, now realized t??zfzhg‘:}mt:xmgelpairod of
relief was coming. l% food whatsoever since the
88 LY mOTNANG OF thé\ Brd of "Uvtober Ted-besu fupied
T e RSl T ) and  THE WO UYL e vy
~e=forty-eighte~-
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" “g1imy @nd bed. -The mosne- of the- geverely wounded
penetrated the stoutest of hearts.

As the enemy groups withdrew, the American
lines came up from the south driving the enemy
before them, and passed on to the front, where
they outposted for the night the position occupied
by the doicdilel YLost Battalion®.

The news that the remainder of the Division,
and the Prench to the left, had come up on the
flanks of the ¢§ﬁrrounded Eérce’“soon spread rap-
idly along the hill-side. There was no demonstra-
tion or cheering of any kind. The survivors rose
from their fox-holes, which thaey had expected would
be their graves, and\silqntly passed emong their
dead and wounded, as&iﬁgggéi%he relieving force
in}gék&ng %ﬁe wounded as comfortable &8s possible,
The Division Ambulences could not arrive until the
morning of the eighth, and the survivora lay down
to rest For the first time in six daye with their

“deéd end their wounded . A

#The iiege of the siZizghgh Lost Battaliom™
waé only one of those incidents and situations
which are bound to arise during military operations
incident to campaign, and especially during opera-
tions so difficult, s were those in the"?oreaﬂ
of 4rgomnél, The so-cel¥st *Lost Battalion"‘ only
played iﬂvg pert in helping to bresk the enemy el
spirit aﬁd morale. and the fact will always remain,
thatwmhis "herioan oroo" 'no matter whet the cir=)

Mm-...../
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oumstanool were, advuuﬂtt'nnder ordora, seized amd
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« for five days end five nightes to defend and hold

---forty-nine---
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uphold the treditions of American Arms.

GAINS AND LOSSESA

Gains (Our Gains)
Aamtomga;namniwxge sosbepien *1ost Battalion®,
jﬁytook thir ty-four prisoners &nd four machine

guns from the enemy while out in his midst. It

gained it's objective and held 1t"s degignated -
position. B;—hmmgw@»pasiﬁon oy
wqﬁ?forced;to employ meny of thel¥ men to attempt

the capture of annihilation of the commend. Ihis
‘“fd£éaﬁ‘h;m to teke many men from his main line of

resistance, which was established hetween the

Anmerican %ines and the ’?ﬂrrounded.}érce*ﬁ

N o
o

a, holding % an 1t did, completely

The
surrounded and many times out-numbered, no doubt,
lowered the morale and spirit of the German troops
in that vicinity. I

'um»wﬁhﬁxéggélaQﬁi&£5@4%ynm.ﬂuuu;w

The enemy didmot realize-sny guins, For -he <

suffered many casualties and was forced to detach I

Aty p
troops and.nsaignmﬂﬂalwtowthcﬂnrss&onwofwcfrveting

$#% capture 4erthe Americen force, which weakened
his main line of resistence. He-also-falled in

Y i

Enemy Losses.
The enemy losses around the position occupied

by the 'W“’Loet Battalion* could not be esti-

mated, agitha Germans came up under cover of dark-

ness and carried theirydoad and uounded back. The :

9 e s i e e o S AN S A v a Y e ALy

77" Amerdicen force waR .fav.shemd of it{,’ﬁ fii‘ﬂ.tl"f.'_,I.f.'i.rz.éi..f..;;Zf;M;.»..;
. and surrounded, therefore, the enemy was not
- ¢ ===fiftye--
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and groans of hig wounded cohmaﬁoed after every -
fight, and would continue until after darkness.

Meny of his desd were found close up to the posi=-
tion, 8@ during the early part of *$Ke oiege“ many

of them were very bold inuthaax.andaaxom $o.capture

LRI W
"and upnn.aan&ng/into the
/'r It.u_,,‘_n
swept space of the American rifles, wowié 80

near the position thet their comrades could not
withdraw their bodies, even after darkness, ae 7
the Americens had good observation for about s;ven-
ty-five yards to the front and north, and about

two hundred ysrde to the resr snd south. MuMany of

the enemy dead were fggnd within fifty yards of -
L.

the position& These=donad were buried by the Amer-

icans.,

American Losses.

There are a great many conflicting reports

and opinions concerning the loeses suffered by the
.m’géeﬁ‘gwmm Bettalion™, .es well 8s of the cir-
A?iege . eh!“wrtﬁarymwith the assistance of some
officers and non-commissioned officers, made-e8n
endeavor to determine the number of cesuelties suf-
fered, while the Division was ﬁ%ﬁa&iﬁ#ﬁia{n
(#rgnqpf and” &;oﬁb@&; soon after the cessetion of
hﬁetilitioe.

Pigures collected ﬁé L ogs‘xwoulejbnlykbeéy
; rly aoourato. for many officers and men were -

still in the hospitnll which were scattered all
e QBAT BTE008 o888, TnpOATLLLA o mAkA. the detarn ...

(VSRR A

ination from company records, a8 during the

~~=fifty-one~~=-
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it T N TS utterly imp0881ble 10 keep an entirefy

scocurste check on the persomnel. The compenies
were well filled for the initiel thrust, but con-
sidering the deaths, wounded, stragglers, and men
detailed on various duties, no acourate racord
cculd be obtained. Many made the attempt to meke
the check, and in many cases it wes necessary for
new compasny commenders (who hed been assigned after
the cessation of hostilities) to ask the men of
the various orgenizations involved a8 to whether
or not they had been in-’?ﬁ ?ﬁege“of the so-ogdded
TLost Battalion™

The following orgenizations were in ‘@ée g&ega”“
Companies "A", "B", "C", "E", "G" and "H", 308th
Infantry; Headquerters Runmers and Scouts of the
lst and 2nd Battelions of the 308th Infantry; two
platoons of Companies "C" and "D", 306th lMeachine

Gun Battalion, and Company "K", 307th Infentry.

v It 13 very true that the organizations had become
much depleted by noovn oI~00tdhsr-2,’1918.“at-which
time and date the advance of the force was initieted,
for the Division had been fighting in the *Forest™
since the early morning of September 26th. Replace-
ments were received from time to time &nd rushed in-
to the lines. The combination of circumstances
rendered it most difficult to keep the records
streight #9 cdsdaltied, tc,, would.oecih. Owing
to the broad zone of action held by the Division,
orgenizations and their headquarters' records were

i often aoparatad for per19ds.
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_op_Qotober. 2, 191&, it ui-n-a-ludaé-—&:ppveﬁmafeiy' 790+ =
officers and men. Of this number approximetely 100
became casuaslties during the advance to the position.
Approximaetely 600 men took part inx‘&he Siege?, of
which number 107 officers esnd men wa;é'kified; 299
officers and men severely wounded. 194 were able
to walk out of the position, of which number, meny
bore wounds of some description.

ANALYSIS ‘AND CRITICISMS.
Analyeis.
This force would have accomplished 1t"s mission
of establishing the new objcctive for the Division
on October 2, 1918, had the Fremch been succeseful

on the left. The plan to pinch out the forest was

=AY L s beCo

not carried out from the first dey of the offensive, P
owing_momihe énebzli%y .of. the French to overcome

A
the determined resistance to the left, in spite of

their repeated efforts. The Americem divisions were

i y he right of the Forest and had i
vrtr:-f“-.:-:.:.»:*-.-:;.-::..:;.?ﬁ-i gk W e ' A

Prench advenced on October 2nd, when the Eranco-

American attack was mesde, the enemy would have been
forced to withdraw on the right, es the talked-of
pocket would have been created., Had the French
reached the objective along with thﬁg,no-eitttn |
/MLost Battalion?, the lines could have been connected
up to the right, as the Americen divisions on the
right hed advenced fer ahead, and which would have By
ceanged the enemy to rapidly withdrawdpo avoid capture.
The repulse of the Frenoh to the laft before La
i fa&atte Bavillion permitted the enemy to remain in

Ml "“""“"M*@b&%‘mwiwd dofanaus-in she Bais. Ae 1o Nsza,
"*"fifty-thrﬂa-u-
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LL”T':ﬁ“f"””’;"”bf theA##th Div;aian, and ne held his 1jna for fivem—@www

anéd one-half dsys _snd five night8,. . = oo . .
The question is often esked, "why did not Major

Whittlesey withdraw when he found that he was sur-

rounded"? There are several good ressons. First;

he had been ordered to take and hold his position e

at all costs; the orders were plain. Second; had

he made the attempt te withdraw he would have lost

his entire command in the cleverly constructed barbed

wire system to the south. He would have come under

enfilade machine-gun and rifle fire from every con-

ceivable direction, and had he left the reverse slope

upon which he wae orgenized, the enemy artillery

would have assisted in the esnnihilation of his com-

mend, He would also have been forced to abandon his

wounded to the enemy. The se3deTde®Lost Battalion™™

initiated i@fé advence at 12:30 p.m., October 2, 1918, __

and remained in the enemy's midst until & few minutes

past 7:00 p.m., October 7, 1918, when it was relieved

I R K

—vfww~Aw~"~:Z¥l;M~mnmwby~the ‘advance of the Americen and Frenen rront

lines, ‘
Criticismas

Wwhen it was realized that the French, in spite
of their determined and repeated efforts, were not
thrusting forward on the left of the Forest, owing
to the determined resistance to their front,,sﬁﬁﬂ
which prevented the crestion of the contemplated
pocket, according to the general plen, anothor,

division might well have been thrown in the Forest

K ul
(4¢)"How We on the left of the 77th Divieion, This would have(44)
-Clearsed tha.. St g Yol

- Xrgenns"; e eliminntcd ang,ncoaasity of directing o flank attack -
“ﬂ“&&*‘f*“mtm\ SR | A o o, L T TN P
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Liggett; Deliv-
ered at meeting early morning of October 7, 1918. The 77th was to
of the San Fran-
- gigce--Beeter-of-- -he & Division.of. 'mopperewup;-end-was supPpuEFed -ty
the Associstion
of the Army of follow up as the Germens withdrew from their forest

the United
States, Novem- stronghold, The Division had been assigned a seven

ber 23, 1922; :
Page 3. kilometer front in enticipstion of

rupted progress through the Forest, ?he failure
of the French to the left “gﬁﬁi$og~;; fhé enemy
lines ho&dﬁng fast in their highly orgenized strong-
hold, The 77th Division continued to hold it's
broad front combined with an exposed left flank. s
The -wri-ver does. net find qﬂy reasons whatso-
ever why the Division Commender of the 77th Division,
nor eny of his officers, should be criticised. The
Division Commender sew his Division falling behind
on the left of the Americen line; aleo he was being
urged to advance. He reslized that he was holding
8 front with a far greater width than that of any

other divieion along the entire line. He saw

%wffﬁa“m”54', -tnvz“vnwwwvennn could not coms. np on hxe 1eft

flank, owing to the determined resietance in front
of Le Palette Pavillion, consequently the enemy i
did not withdraw from the Forest, according to

the general plan. He saw no American or French

divisions moving in on his left to relieve the

situation., It was the 77th Division's fight, and

it ceme out before Grandpre, having fought itve

way through the entire length of tho’RFor;;fﬁéfa
"i&ggpgﬂ‘. and without being relieved during the

entire period of eighteen days. \

T BN A D
7 1. A position for de fongs SRUTLRITTY SEIdMWE— ="
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AT tha enemy.
ST v B g Nover g8l)low o force a8 lerge 8s 8 battslion
to start on eny mission withoﬁt supporting weepons, i
in the form of the 37 milimeter guns, trench-mortars
and machine-ggns.
3. Fox~holas properly constructed will render
e command safe in the face of machine-gun and rifle
fire of the most severe charascter. They are also
& protection against shell fragmehts.
4, Teach the soldier to shoot; snd to dig
with his entrenching tools before sending him into
a fight. Our country will always be confronted
with the responsibility of training raw material
in time of war., The civilian fights the war, and
must be taught, at least, some things. Too many
men were sent into battle who scarcely knew how
to load their rifles, or how to use their entrench=-

ing tools., This is very important.

o

o it ¥ o PHE@ RN T by e nd -air SOOI
| should have combined training. They function per-
fectly together when properly trained. One can-
not survive without the other.
6 The training of carrier-pigeons should
not be over-looked in time of wer.
7. Have intermediate plens effected, for
one plen may fail.
8, Do not assign any body of troops & zone

of action in woods which is too wide for it to

é\fperlzjoov%i. for it ie impossible to.maintain

ceafifty-8ige~-
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9. More should be written and taught o
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T T oods™ fighting. Ihis is very important and
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10, Security is necessary but must not limit

“the scope to0 undue timidity.

1l. Although defensive positions are not norm=-
ally held by occupying reverse slopes, situations
may arise where circumstances demand it. The se-
lection of a forward slope, nose, or military
crest, for defense, in the case of the sowcE¥ied

”"fost Battalion™, would have exposed the position

to enemy artillery observation end concentration,
which would heve rendered the defense helpless.

This commend was nearly & mile ahead of it"s own
front lines, in the enemy territory, and operating
against &an enemy provided with a great deal of
artillery. A small besieged force without artil-
lery, occupying & position in defense, where natursl

features must be utilized, operating shead of it’s

own-#rond-line, and-epeiasd .sn enemy~we&i~ﬂmpplied

'with srtilléry, whivh srtillery must remain at

distant renge to avoid counter-hostile artillery

fire, should select & reverse slope to'the enemy

as a position for defense, with a natural barrier

to it™s rear, in the form of a canyon, wide ravine,
stream or swamp, one of which cen nearlykilwaya'ba e

found. Very seldom will such situations arise .
‘r’ﬂﬁ-‘ t:L fk\

and. are-em-excepbion. In providing proteetion
against eanemy ertillery concentrations, by select-

iag‘a reverse slopo for defenee; this force was
able %o anoocaafully defend it%s poaition againnt
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THE S0 CALLED
2. [“LOST BATTALION”
OCT. 2-7, 1918.
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trench-mortars (minenwerfers) fired on the position
almost continuously for four days, and only about
fifteen percent of their shells fell into the po~
sition, meny of those failing to explode, owing
to the inferior ammunition used by the enemy. —
12, _As-sp~bbgerver; hose enlistewt; of the
b¥4da1yed MLost Battalion® taught “the-wniser a
lesson in courage, determination, coolness, dis-
c¢ipline, and self-sacrifice.
|
|
|
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EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM IN
ACTION.

Headquarters, 77th Division, Americen E.F.,
April 16, 1919.

General COrders No. 30.

I desire to publish to the command an official
recognition of the valor and extrsordinary heroism in
sction of the officers and enlisted men of the following
organizations:

Company "A", 308th Infantry
Company "B", 308th Infentry
Company "C", 308th Infantry
Company "E", 308th Infantry
Company "G", 308th Infantry
Company "H", 308th Infantry
Company "K", 307th Infantry
Company "C", 306th Machine Gun Battaelion
Company "D", 306th Machine Gun Battalion.

These orgenizations, or detachments therefrom,
comprised the epproximate force of 550 men under commend
of Ma jor Charles W. Whittlesey, which was cut off from
the remainder of the Seventy-Seventh Division and sur-
rounded by a superior numder of the enemy near Charlevaux,
in the Forest d4' Argemne, from the morning of October 3,
1918, to the night of October 7, 1918, Without food for
more then one hundred hours, harassed continuously by
machine gun, rifle, trench mortar, and grenade fire, Me jor
Whittlesey's command, with undaunted spirit and megnificent
courage, successfully met and repulsed deily violent attacks

—by the enemy., They held the poeition which had been resched
by sopresmseplfe®ss. under orders recelved for their sdwvsnce,

until communicetion was reestablished with friendly troops.
When relief finelly came, espproximetely 194 officers &nd
men were able to walk out of the position., Officers and
men killed numbered 107,

On the fifth dey e written proposition to surrender
received from the Germens wae treated with the contempt
which it deserved.

The officers and men of these orgaenizations during
these five (56) days of isolation continuelly gave unquestion-
able proof of extreordinary heroism end demonstrated the high
steandard and ideals of the United States Army.

Robert Alexander,
Ma jor General, U.S.A.,
Commending.
Official:
Louis B, Gerow,
AdJutent General,
Division Ad jutant.
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APPENDIX NO., 2.

Vs

(Paragraph 37, page 150, History of the 77th Division)

Farthermore, at this time, and in fact at ell times
during the operstions in the forest, the left flank of
this divieion was completely exposed, there being no
friendly troops anywhere near us., Consequently the left
flank was obliged to look after it's own safety as best
it might. Thie was equally true of the right flank of the
Division, But our immediate interest here is with the
left flank., This being the situation, I, early on the —
morning of the 2nd of October, gave orders for a general
advance of the entire Divisional line, giving as the ob-
jective the east and west La Viergette-loulin de Charle-
vaux Road and the reilroad paraslleling it as shown on the
map.

"My orders were quite positive and precise - the
objective was tO De gained witnout re ar& to 1osses and

without regard to the exposed con ons of my flanks.

T considered it most important that this advance should be

made snd sccepte e _respons ity end the risk involved

in the execution Of the orders given. : S

(Paragraph 43, page 162, History of the 77th Division)

The daily and periodicel press has seen fit to refer to

Mg jor-Whittlesey's commend ag MThe Lost Batialiomp.and to

N -

speak of it's “rescue”., In the opinion of the 77th Division,
neither of these terms is apposite. Major Wwhittlesey con~-
ducted his command to the objective designated for him by

the division commander, occupied the position assigned him

and held that position until the remainder of the Division

wae able to move up to him. He held it with the indomitable
determination which hes charascterized the work of the American
goldier wherever he has been called upon to perform a task.
This command wes neither "lost" nor "rescued". It suffered
heavy losses; it was subjected to fire from both enemy and
supposedly friendly asrtillery - (The French, in spite of my
determined protest, placed artillery fire on this ravine the
morning of the 7th of October, being quite convinced that

the command must have surrendered.) Notwithstanding ell of
this, Ms jor whittlesey and his command held the position to
which they had proceeded under my order and were found by me,
when I visited them on the very early morning of October 8th, ek
an orgenized command, in good order, and in excellent spirits.
It may be noted that & demand for surrender, made on the
morning of the 7th when the commend was under it's most
disadventageous circumstances, was repelled with scorn--

the commend feeiing perfectly competent to look out for
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The following is a copy of the order, pursuant
to which, the so-called "Lost Battelicn" initiated
it's advance at 12:30 p.m., Dctober 2, 1918.

The following order was received by Major Whit-
lesey at 11:36 a.m., October 2, 1918:

"The advance of the infantry will com-
mence a8t 12:30, The infantry action will be
pushed forward until it reaches the line of
the road and the railroad generslly elong
276,656, (which was the objective designated
by the Division Commander and which was
reached by the so-called "Lost Battalion",
where it was besieged) where the command
will helt, rebrganize, establish lisison
-to.the 1ot and right and be resdy for

orders for & further advence, This does

not change the plan ss given you by (code
word for name of the regimental commeander).
You will leave two compenies on your left

a8 a containing force and push forward

your right with the remasinder of your

force, that is, the remainder of the First
and Second Battalions. The General says you

are to sdvance behind the barrage regardless

of losses., He states that there will be @

general edvance sll slong the line."
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APPENDIX NO. 4.
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(Page 207, History of the 77th Division)

EPILOGUE

One of the American Officers at the Rhine, when the Cob~-
lenz Bridgehead was turned over to our forces, was Colonel C.
8. Sherrill, formerly Chief of Staff of the 77th Division.
A short time after that event had transpired, the following
letter was received by the Commending Genersl of the Division:

"HEADQUARTERS 77th DIVISION
ANERICAN E. F.

26th December, 1918,
"MEMORANDUM: For the Commanding General, 77th Division.

"1, As & matter of possible historical interest for the
77th Division, I wish to relste the following incident, which -
came under my observation while &t Coblenz, Germaeny, on duty
with the Third Americen Army.
"2, I was deteiled a8 s member of the Bridgehead commis=-
sion under the Third Army for the purpose of taking over the
German government. When I arrived at Coblenz, on the 5th of
December I found the 1lst and 3rd German Armies then crossing
the Rhine. The 3rd (German) Army left in Coblenz the 76 Re-
serve Division, which stayed there until the 1llth. This Di-
vision, a8 you recollect, was in front of us all through our
operation from the Four de Paris to Grand Pre. It struck me -
quite & coincidence that it should be the last of the German
Divisions to cross the Rhine. This Division on the 1llth of
December gave & fairwell review in the city of Coblenz, after
which it crossed the river in good order. Two officers from
T this Division were.lefi wbekil d-in Jobikewe %0 turn over tke
German arsenals, munitions and stores. One of these, Liesu-
tenant Heinrich Prinz, informed me that he waes in commend of
a platoon of the Germen forces which were between Major whit-
tlesey and the remainder of the 1b4th Brigede. He also was -
the officer who transmitted to Ma jor Whittlesey the note urg-
ing him yo surrender to avoid further useless sacrifice of
life. I questioned Lieutenant Prinz to give the German view
of our men, and he expressed himself as being @& great admirer
of our Division for its gellant offensive operation, and es-
pecially was loud in praise of Major Whittlesey and his gal~-
lent detachment. He stated that the Germens felt that it was
absolutely suicidel for the American detachment to persist in
its defense, eand it was for that reason that he sent the mes~ il

gage raquesting the surrender. He explained the method b
which the Germans enfiltrated between the Whittlesey detach-
ment and the Supporting troops, Saying thet i1t was Xona be-
tween us and the Frencﬁ Who were & Erome%er O0r mMOYe in re&r
of our 1eft flenk. Lleutenant Prinz, previous tO the war, had
een Tor six years the representetive of a German tungsten
company in Spokane (wWash., U.S.A.), and expressed hies desire
to return to America efter the war, saying that he intended
ke Taok upGolonel whittlesey, for the purpose of expresaing ... .
to him his personal admirétitu Yor ults gallent -comducts - il
come s g Divatenet & Hetine o Pl @180 spoke - of the @BpOCinl iy
gellent conduot of a liaison lieutenant captured from lajor

C wmegixtyeioarenas
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APPENDIA NO. 4 (Contipued)

Whittlesey's detachment. He and other German officers msade
several efforts to secure information from this lieutenant,
but they were absolutely without success. He was ungble to
give me his name, but undoubtedly Colonel whittlesey will be
able to furnish this and from Lieutensnt Prinz's ststement
it is obvious that this officer had exhibited the highest
quality of courage and regard for his duty &8s &n American
officer.

"4, Commenting on the relative morale of the two forces,
at the time they were in the Argonne, Lieutenasnt Prinz ssid -
one of the most discouraging things they encountered was the
absolute lack of "nerves" shown by the American troops as
opposed to the shaken nerves of the Germen, who were abso-
lutely worn out by the prolonged service at the front. He
gsid our men seemed to be absolutely devoid of any such things
a8 "nerves" at that time, end this buoyancy had a very de=-
pressing effect on his men.

C. O, SHERRILL,
Colonel, General Staff."
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ADVANCED COMMUNICATION OFFICERS COURSE
1939-1940

SIGNAL COMMUNICATION WITHIN A MECHANIZED

CAVAIRY BRIGADE

Lt. E.F. Holton, Infantry
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